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15F 3117 DERAILED





                     (Photo by John Ashworth)

In a mirror image of England’s World Cup Soccer aspirations, NBL 15F No. 3117 has been dramatically derailed in South Africa. On Sunday 20th June, No. 3117 worked from Pretoria to Cullinan on a Father’s Day Special organised by the Friends of the Rail preservation group. As the train rounded the tight curve into Cullinan station, it was suddenly realised that a number of hardwood sleepers had been stolen from below the track. (possibly by Henschel fans ....) Despite a brake application, the weight of the loco forced the rails apart and it toppled over onto its’ side, the clack valves were broken and all steam escaped from the boiler.
Fortunately the coaches stayed upright and no one was seriously injured but there was considerable damage to the loco. Built as NBL works no. 26001 in 1946, No. 3117’s restoration was completed after considerable expense in 2008. The loco will be able to run again but funds are urgently needed to carry out the necessary repairs. If you are able to help the ‘3117 Repair Appeal’ in any way, please visit the Friends of the Rail website at :  www.friendsoftherail.com
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Many of the locations used for the 2010 Soccer World Cup were possibly unfamiliar to some members of the British public, but names such as Rustenburg, Nelspruit and Bloemfontein are now on the tips of every ones’ tongues. British steam enthusiasts had of course been familiar with all these places and many other SA locations for a long period of time as NBL and its’ three constituents supplied more than 2,000 steam locomotives to South Africa. Many more engines came from the likes of Beyer Peacock, Robert Stephenson etc etc. and some of these locos worked into the 1990’s and beyond in Main Line or Industrial Service. Here are a few earlier views of places made more famous (or possibly infamous !) by England’s World Cup bid :
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1) BLOEMFONTEIN : Now etched into memory as the scene of England’s disastrous 4-1 defeat by Germany, plenty of British pride was usually on offer at the loco shed with 15F and 25NC types to the fore. Glasgow Transport Museum’s 15F No. 3007 was part of the stud at Bloemfontein and is in fact next in the row of locos behind No. 3130 seen above. NBL 25NC No. 3513 looks on.
2) RUSTENBURG : After the end of regular steam working in the Northern Transvaal, Rustenburg  became a place of pilgrimage due to a long term hire contract providing a number of 15F and 15CA 4-8-2’s for the local Platinum Mine. NBL 15CA No. 2823 waits with a loaded ore train in Feb. 1990.
3) CAPE TOWN :  The scene of the dismal 0-0 draw with Algeria, the local shed for this area was Paarden Eiland which was situated close to Table Mountain. Ted Polet took this timeless view of preserved Neilson Reid 8D 4-8-0 No. 1200 looking on to the mountain in 1974. More of Ted’s excellent photos can be found on his website : www.narrowgauge.nl
4) PORT ELIZABETH : North British 15AR 4-8-2 No. 2025 is seen backing out of the station in November 1987. At that time PE’s Sydenham shed still boasted an allocation of around 40 of these fine machines and they were used on a wide range of duties from shunting to local passenger work. 
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WEDDING BELLES
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Continuing the African theme, Steamnet 2000’s UK representative, Laurie Ball was married on Saturday 26th June - and held his wedding reception at Quainton Road Station. The happy couple are seen smiling for the camera in front of NBL 25NC No. 3405 ‘Janice’. No prizes for guessing the name of the bride ! Laurie & Janice were flying to Cape Town to see one of the football matches and then planned on taking the Blue Train to Pretoria. Very appropriate as of course No. 3405 was once a Blue Train locomotive ! We wish them every happiness.  
(Photos by Maggie at Brackley Photographic. For more details visit: www.brackleyphotographic.com)
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WEDDING BELLES contd
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Meanwhile in another part of town (well another part of Africa actually) NBL Class 30 2-8-4 No. 3020 was specially rostered for a wedding party in Nairobi. A bench seat was installed on the buffer beam for the bride and groom, Zawadi & Sam to make the short journey from Nairobi Station to their reception at the Railway Museum where Sam is a volunteer.
No. 3020 was one of 26 Class 30 2-8-4’s built at Hyde Park Works in 1952 for the East African Railways and carries NBL works no. 27466. She was restored by members of the Kenya Steam Team and is seen below being prepared for the occasion. The loco performed faultlessly on the day and a good time was had by all.  
Once again, our best wishes to the Bride & Groom. We understand that further railway themed weddings are planned ....and would appreciate details and photos – particularly if they feature NB Locos !







    
                                                                 (Story and Photos courtesy of John Ashworth, for more details go to : www.friendsoftherail.com)
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We’d like to end this Special Edition on a positive note and are delighted to report that Reefsteamers have returned NBL 15F No. 3046 to traffic after an absence of some 22 years. The immaculate loco is seen on it’s first revenue earning duty, a Father’s day trip from Johannesburg to Magaliesburg on 20th June. The full story of No. 3046’s restoration can be found on the Reefsteamers website : www.reefsteamers.co.za
Once the Soccer World Cup is over we can get back to the serious business of moving our steam locos on South Africa’s roads. Surprisingly enough the England Team have declined the offer of a heroes welcome at Glasgow Airport and have slipped back into the UK under cover of darkness. However, all is not lost for British sports fans as the World’s truly greatest sporting event has now started. Unlike the overpaid football failures, our English, Welsh, Scottish and Irish cyclists can be relied on to give their utmost to cover themselves in glory. No diving for penalties here or stopping for the trainer to come on ! Look out for our boys at the finish of the 2010 TDF in Paris on 25th July or follow the race on ITV 4 at 7-00 pm each evening.
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   More News Next Month, Many Thanks for your Support & Interest, Best Regards, Ken
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 

If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to  :         [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]

New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net     :  Telephone Number : 01189 864 706
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if you would like to help.
Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.      e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                                    HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                                     MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TELEPHONE NUMBER :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
E:MAIL ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  (OPTIONAL)       :    £10

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO DUBS TANK No. 133 SHIPPING FUND          :    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO CLASS 11 No. 929 RESTORATION FUND      
:    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NGR CLASS 1B No. 1443 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          
:    £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


            :    £

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED.  PLEASE FORWARD TO : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP,
4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.  
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP. THANK YOU
