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Dear All,

 

First of all an apology for the late running of this Newsletter. Unfortunately I have had to attend my local hospital for daily medical treatment for the last six weeks and this has reduced time available for railway matters ! The treatment has now been completed so please be assured that all our locomotive projects are ongoing and we will be striving to make up some lost time in the coming months.

 

As I write this, the Gearbulk Shipping Manager for the Durban area is due to meet with our USR colleagues at Masons Mill to make final arrangements to repatriate our Dubs Tank. Thanks to your support and generosity, this move is now assured and an early shipping date is anticipated. However, when the loco returns we will still need funds to repay interest free loans from our Members so further donations however small will be greatly appreciated.

In addition, there has been a limited amount of information available relating to the Sandringham Locomotive Project recently, so I have included some notes here to maintain continuity until the Project Team is in a position to produce further Sandringham News Updates.     
Please read on .......
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SOUTHERN STEAM ANNIVERSARY

Two North British steam locomotives were in action on 9th July to celebrate the 43rd Anniversary of the end of steam on the Southern Region. First off the blocks was the ‘Dorset Coast Express’ hauled by LMS ‘Royal Scot’ 4-6-0 No. 46115 ‘Scots Guardsman’ running from Kensington Olympia to Yeovil and Weymouth via Woking, Andover and Salisbury. This was closely followed by SR ‘King Arthur’ 4-6-0 No. 30777 ‘Sir Lamiel’ on the ‘Cathedrals Express’ from Victoria taking the same route to Battledown Flyover and then running via Eastleigh and Southampton to the Swanage Railway.
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Basingstoke was an excellent place to view the action, particularly on the return journey when the two trains were booked at the station within 4 minutes of each other. Indeed, the smoke from 30777 could be seen passing the site of the old Basingstoke steam shed as 46115 pulled out ! Due to the high fire risk, both trains had Class 47 diesels for back up, 47245 being coupled inside the ‘Scotch Arthur’ as seen below whilst 47760 was placed discreetly at the rear of the ‘Royal Scot’s train. 
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‘GALLOPING GERTIE’
                       


One of the less publicised new-build locomotive projects in the UK is being organised by some of the working members at the Swindon & Cricklade Railway. This is known as the ‘Galloping Gertie’ Project and will hopefully result in the construction of a new Midland & South Western Junction Railway 2-6-0. 
Only two of these engines worked on the M&SWJR but several batches were built by Beyer Peacock and by Dubs & Co. for the New South Wales Government Railway in Australia where they were known as the Z-24 and Z-25 Classes. The original Galloping Gertie was actually a closer match to the Beyer Peacock Z-25 class locomotives, than to the Dubs-built Z-24 class but the resemblance when comparing the photographs is still very striking. Further information relating to the project is available at : www.gallopinggertie.webs.com
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Four of the Dubs locos were saved for preservation, these being works numbers 2631, 2635, 2636 and 2641.
Built in 1891, Dubs 2641 remained with the NSWGR for its entire working life.  Upon preservation it was restored to its near-original appearance at the NSWRTM by using a round-top boiler salvaged from a scrapped sister loco in place of the Belpaire boiler which most of the type carried in later years. Seen in this view taken at the NSWRTM during April 1985, the loco is now displayed in one of the bays of the Goulburn Roundhouse.                (Photo and information kindly supplied by Ed Slee : www.australiansteam.com )
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TURKISH 8F’s ON THE WAY
Recent reports in the railway press suggest that two of the remaining NBL 8F’s in Turkey are to be repatriated to the UK by the Churchill 8F Locomotive Company ‘in September’. It is believed that six of the original 20 NBL 8F’s sent to Turkey during World War II remain intact including NBL 24640 & 24670 on static display. After its’ short spell running as LMS 8476, the first Turkish 8F to return to the UK, NBL 24648 has now reverted to TCDD livery as No. 45160 and is seen entering Winchcombe station on 27th July.  
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3655 STEAMS AGAIN
South African Class 24 2-8-4 No. 3655 was successfully steamed at the Atlantic Rail Open Day in Cape Town on Sunday 8th August giving free train rides to visitors.. The loco was built by North British in Glasgow in 1948 as Works Number 26367 and had been restored by volunteers. Also on display was the famous ‘Red Devil’ 4-8-4 No. 3450, classic and vintage cars and a London Transport double decker bus. For more information visit : www.atlanticrail.co.za                                                  (Photos From Dylan Knott)
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SANDRINGHAM PROJECT
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We are beginning to pick up the pieces following the tragic loss of Kim Malyon and, although we have been keeping a fairly low profile, some good progress has been made. Brian Hall has held further talks with a major football club and has continued to refine the locomotive costings. Meetings have also been arranged at the NRM to locate additional drawings and with a top steam engineer to review the build programme.
In the meantime, we are delighted to feature these two new prints from Jonathan Clay illustrating Sandringham Locomotives in their original, and rebuilt forms. They are both available from Brian at the usual address. Presentations to enthusiast groups also continue and future dates are as follows :

Friday 20th August – Canvey Island Railway & Model Engineering Club
Thursday 26th August – Stevenage Locomotive Society
Monday 6th September – Hoddesdon Railway Circle
Friday 10th September – Croydon Group Mid Hants Railway
Friday 17th September – Buntingford Railway Society
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NEW BOOK LAUNCH
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A superb new book ‘From the Karoo to the Kelvin’ by Professor Dugald Cameron is due to be launched at the Mitchell Library in Glasgow on Friday 20th August. This tells the story of preserved NBL 15F 4-8-2 No. 3007 and provides an excellent introduction to the South African Railways. Dugald is one of our keenest supporters and kindly gives NBLPG good coverage throughout. 204 copies, each carrying the number of an NBL-built 15F are to be signed by the author and further details will soon be available from Lightmoor Press

www.lightmoor.co.uk  The locomotive itself is due to transfer to the new Glasgow Riverside Museum in the next few weeks but it will be kept under wraps until the Museum opens to the public next year.
SURVIVING NB LOCOS
My enforced ‘rest’ gave me some spare time to review our list of Surviving NBL & Constituent steam locomotives and an updated spreadsheet will now be uploaded onto our website. Many thanks are due to everyone who has sent observations, additions and corrections over recent months, please keep them coming in. Recent news is always welcome and helps us to build up a world wide picture - even if it relates to scrapped locos that we need to delete. The list currently contains 51 Pacific’s, 65 4-6-0’s and no less than 102 4-8-2’s ! To put this into perspective the table below compares NBL survivors with those from the major British railways and their various constituents. There are also 32 surviving NBL diesels and electrics that are included in the spreadsheet but not shown below making a grand total of 729 locomotives. Not bad when you consider that the three NBL Constituents ceased to exist in 1903 !        

	BUILDER
	SURVIVING STEAM
	BUILDER 
	SURVIVING STEAM

	
	
	
	

	GREAT WESTERN
	158
	NORTH BRITISH
	480

	LONDON MIDLAND
	90
	DUBS & CO.
	95

	SOUTHERN
	85
	NEILSON / REID
	71

	LNER
	46
	SHARP STEWART
	51

	BRITISH RAILWAYS
	55
	
	

	TOTAL
	434
	TOTAL
	697


   More News Next Month, Many Thanks for your Support & Interest, Best Regards, Ken
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 

If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to  :         [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]

New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net     :  Telephone Number : 01189 864 706
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if you would like to help.
Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.      e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                                    HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                                     MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TELEPHONE NUMBER :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
E:MAIL ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  (OPTIONAL)       :    £10

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO DUBS TANK No. 133 SHIPPING FUND          :    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO CLASS 11 No. 929 RESTORATION FUND      
:    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NGR CLASS 1B No. 1443 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          
:    £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


            :    £

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED.  PLEASE FORWARD TO : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP,
4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.  
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP. THANK YOU
