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B1 OVERHAUL
Prior to the return of ‘Scots Guardsman’ and ‘Sir Lamiel’, the mantle of NBL main line flagship steam locomotive for the UK was carried on the shoulders of LNER B1 4-6-0 No. 61264, (NBL 26165 / 1948),      - seen here in a wintery aspect at Loughborough whilst working on the Great Central Railway.                                               
The engine is now undergoing a £250,000 rebuild including major boiler work Crewe and a full overhaul of the frames and valve gear at Barrow Hill. The Thompson B1 Locomotive Trust are currently appealing for help with their Boiler Stay Appeal which has raised more than £7,000 in the first three months since it was launched. If you would like to help, stays are still available with an application form from : The TBLT Stay Appeal Co-Ordinator, R. W. AYLETT, 73  Linthorpe Road, New Barnet, Herts, EN4 9BX. Progress updates on No. 61264’s overhaul will follow in our Newsletters during 2011.
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  NZ STEAM ON TOUR
                    ____[image: image4.jpg]



Whilst Britain shivers in early snow, it’s worth remembering that many other parts of the world don’t have the ‘pleasure’ of our fickle climate ! The Locomotive Club of Great Britain recently ran a New Zealand wide rail tour featuring several steam locos including Ian Welch’s NBL Jb Class 4-8-2 No. 1236. This is a similar loco to No. 1212 featured last month. Ian tells us that he has the utmost respect for this engine – as he does for his other NBL steam locos which include another NZR J Class, a SAR 25NC 4-8-4 and a Class 24 2-8-4.  
Seen here hugging the spectacular shoreline near Mount White, No. 1236 was built for the NZR in 1939 and carries NBL Works Number 24559. After delivery to New Zealand in March 1940 it was initially based at Dunedin, working on the hilly main line north of the city. No. 1236 lasted long enough to work the last steam-hauled express out of Invercargill in November 1971 and withdrawn from service in the same month. Fortunately the loco was purchased for preservation by the Railway Enthusiast Society (RES) of Auckland.
After two changes of ownership, No. 1236 was bought by Ian in 1988 and stored in Auckland prior to full restoration which commenced at the Mainline Steam Trust’s Parnell Depot in 1998. Much work had to be done and the locomotive was stripped down to the last nut and bolt with many parts having to be completely re-built. At that point a decision was taken to convert No. 1236 from a coal burner to an oil burner. This required the firebox and the tender to be modified and all the associated oil burning control equipment to be built from scratch. This conversion to oil burning is the reason J1236 became Jb1236, just as the NZR changed their classification when they converted a number of J’s to oil burners. 
The Mainline Steam Trust is an organisation devoted to the restoration and operation of historic steam locomotives in New Zealand. They have a large collection of locomotives currently under restoration at their bases in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch and operate a wide range of steam tours and day excursions covering the railways of New Zealand. Jb1236 is currently operates out of their Christchurch Depot.
Further details can be found at  : www.mainlinesteam.co.nz          (Info & Photo – Mainline Steam Trust)
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INDUSTRIAL SHUNTER FOR SALE                
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Andrew Jeffrey recently visited the Pallot Museum in Jersey and has reported that their NBL 0-4-0 Diesel Shunter is now surplus to requirements and is to be offered for sale. Although no longer in working order, this locomotive has an interesting pedigree and, if sufficient interest is forthcoming, we may be prepared to mount a bid to return it to the mainland for restoration.
   
                       (Photo : Andrew Jeffrey)
Originally intended for demonstration purposes, this engine was one of 10 diesel hydraulic shunters built to NBL Stock Order No. L84 in 1956 and carried Queens Park Works Number 27734. These locomotives were effectively the prototypes for the British Transport Commission D2900 – D2913 series which were later built at Queens Park. Although they were compact and remarkably powerful machines, all were withdrawn in one foul swoop in February 1967 when BR decided not to continue with hydraulic transmission.

No. 27734 first went to BICC cables in Prescot and was later sent to Old Oak Common shed on the Western Region for trials. It was eventually sold to Esso and spent much of its’ working life at their Ellesmere Port Refinery. Five more of these useful locos were built for industrial service in 1959 and, as mentioned in our February 2009 Newsletter, NBL 27876 of this batch survives in working order at the Chasewater Railway.
Please let me know if you would be interested in helping us to purchase this fine loco to run again in the UK.
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       NBL 27876 at Chasewater (Chris Ecob)         BR D2912 at Devons Road in 1959 (Colour Rail)
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THAILAND UPDATE
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Mike Pass has been in touch recently regarding the feature on NBL survivors in Thailand in our February 2010 edition. Mike has been resident in France for many years but is currently spending much of his time in Thailand and is a keen steam enthusiast. He has set himself a goal to find and photograph all 80 or so remaining steam locos in the country, a number of which are of North British origin. As Mike himself says, this will be no easy task, as many locos are not where they were last recorded and the travelling distances involved are quite enormous. To date Mike has found and photographed some 22 locos including No. 178, shown above in good condition (complete with Hyde Park works plate no. 21810 !) at Chumpon Station.
Our own most recent information, shown in the table below, lists 17 survivors out of 42 4-6-0’s that were built for the Royal Siamese Railways between 1912 and 1919. There are questions relating to several of the running numbers and locations so we await Mikes’ findings with great interest.
	         Year
	NBL Works No.
	Type
	Number
	Last  Known  Location

	
	
	
	
	

	1913
	19964
	4-6-0 Tender
	158
	Aranyaprathet

	1913
	19967
	4-6-0 Tender
	161
	Lop Buri Station

	1913
	19971
	4-6-0 Tender
	165
	Bangkok

	1913
	19973
	4-6-0 Tender
	167
	Survival t.b.c.

	1916
	21140
	4-6-0 Tender
	171
	Kanchanburi Museum

	1919
	21758
	4-6-0 Tender
	175
	Sungai Kolok

	1919
	21759
	4-6-0 Tender
	177
	Ban Phachi Junction

	1919
	21760
	4-6-0 Tender
	179
	Nakhon Sawon

	1919
	21762
	4-6-0 Tender
	173
	Survival t.b.c.

	1919
	21810
	4-6-0 Tender
	178
	Chumpon Station

	1919
	21811
	4-6-0 Tender
	197
	Udon Thani

	1919
	21812
	4-6-0 Tender
	196
	Khon Kaen

	1919
	21813
	4-6-0 Tender
	195
	Survival t.b.c.

	1919
	22258
	4-6-0 Tender
	182
	Chachoengsao

	1919
	22260
	4-6-0 Tender
	183
	Pattani Station

	1919
	22263
	4-6-0 Tender
	181
	Phitsanulok

	1919
	22266
	4-6-0 Tender
	180
	Ubon Ratchathani Sta.
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NB NEWS PAGE
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2011 DIARIES
  

As shown above, we have a few NBL 2011 Diaries left in stock at the bargain price of £5 each including postage.  The ideal gift for you and yours, send your cheques straight away (to the usual address below) and we will post them out to you in time for Christmas.  
     
DUBS WORK PARTIES
With our Dubs Tank about to set sail for the UK, we need to start preparing the track for her at the Mizens Railway. Mike Smith’s team have already removed the old Sharp Stewart mock up loco and have taken up the standard gauge track it was situated on. The Dubs will be in a slightly different position so there are footings to prepare, 3 foot 6 inch gauge track to be laid and ballasting to be carried out. Work parties will take place on Sundays during January so please advise Ken on 01189 864 706 if you are able to help.  
GLASGOW MOVES
John Messner, Curator of the new Riverside Museum in Glasgow has kindly sent a link to a blog he has created to keep everyone up to date with the movement of exhibits out of the old Museum of Transport in Bunhouse Road and of course, progress on the new Museum. It is in its infancy at the moment but there are posts on 15F No. 3007, Highland Railway No. 103, G & SWR No. 9, GNoS Gordon Highlander, etc.

The blog can be found at : http://riversidemuseum.wordpress.com/ 
Locomotive movements through the streets of Glasgow are anything but new of course, and Andy Selfe has sent another link entitled ‘Big Visitor for Festival’ showing heavy haulage tractors moving a steam loco to George Square in Glasgow during the 1951 exhibition. A fascinating look back to the fifties.  

No prizes but can you identify the loco ….. http://www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=33122
      Merry Christmas to All, Thanks for your Interest & Support, 
            More News in 2011, Best Regards, Ken
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 

If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to  :         [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]

New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net     :  Telephone Number : 01189 864 706
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if you would like to help.
Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.      e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                                    HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                                     MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TELEPHONE NUMBER :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
E:MAIL ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  (OPTIONAL)       :    £10

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO DUBS TANK No. 133 SHIPPING FUND          :    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO CLASS 11 No. 929 RESTORATION FUND      
:    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NGR CLASS 1B No. 1443 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          
:    £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


            :    £

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED.  PLEASE FORWARD TO : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP,
4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.  
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP. THANK YOU
