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FOR  SALE

5908 - MOUNT  LOOLMALASIN  -  11,969 ft

This is a set of three brass plates and the letters EAR removed from a Beyer Garratt locomotive No. 5908, works no. 7639 built by Beyer Peacock in the Gorton Works Manchester in 1955. This was part of a batch of 34 ordered for East African Railways and Harbours for the Mombasa - Nairobi freight and passenger run.

All were named after East Africa’s highest mountains with 5901 named Mount Kenya and 5928 named Mount Kilimanjaro. Mount Loolmalasin in Tanzania is the third highest mountain in Africa,

The order was placed with Beyer Peacock in the early fifties in order to help break the ever increasing freight backlog at Mombasa. With a tractive effort of 83,300 lbs they were one of the most powerful Garratts in the world and could haul an 1,100 ton train from sea level to Nairobi at 5,500 ft in around 24 hours running. In the 1960s all the larger steam locomotives in East Africa were fitted with the Giesel ejector which improved performance and enabled the 59 Class to haul 1,200 ton trains. They weighed an impressive 252 tons and were 104 feet long. Oil fired, they carried around 2,700 galls of fuel and 8,600 gallons of water in the two tanks at each end.

Steam came to an end in Kenya in 1979 when all the Garratts were withdrawn and laid up. The name and number plates were removed in the early 1980s and sold world wide. The steam locomotives were eventually scrapped in the mid 1990s and today only two 59 Class remain, 5918 and 5930 as examples of the largest locomotive ever to run on metre gauge.. 

There are a number of photographs that go with the plates that show 5908 undergoing heavy overhaul in the Nairobi workshops in the 1960s.. Of the three plates, the number plates were cast in the Manchester works and the name plate in Nairobi works. They were first sold in 1981 and resold in the UK in 1999 with the following description…. 

Nameplate "Mount Loolmalasin. 11,969 ft" with its matching cabside and rear tender  number plates " 5908 "  and " E.A.R." brass letters. This fine set was carried by the East African Railways metre gauge Class 59 Mountain 4-8-2 + 2-8-4 Garratt built by Beyer Peacock as Works No. 7639 in 1955. It was withdrawn about 1979. Note EAR became Kenya Railways in February 1977. The nameplate is cast brass, 72 inches long; the number plates rectangular cast brass 27.25in x 8.75in and 20in x 6in, the " E.A.R." letters are 8 inches high. 

