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STEAM IN KENYA,
AN APPRAISAL 2001-2004

by Kevin Patience

Reading sbout stoam in Eas Atica has alvays baan of merest
10 havig Grown up i Ky withthe main n ruing past
our garden I Naobi. On my rtum to Konya n i 19708 |
praduced, it the helpof Kenya Ravays, an lusiate istoy
of Eaat Afican Riheays and Harbours enied ‘Seam n Eoct
Arca’ and was oo win th resoation of a 55 Ciass
orat af Uonbods o e came S0k e it
copy of Locomotves ntsmationsl an rad the s
Stown i East Aa i e raseeuion £, shou 1 sk
Toialof Garat 91 1 2001 and th safa hat | wihcters.
el organisa and run lookad Ihe  promising esc. 1 ase
ad some axcollet pholographs of locomotis. However,
oading s aricie  became apparon that I glossed cver o
missed ou inportant main o tipe 0 Mombasa n 2001 a0a
2002 and 1o Kioweai in 2003, Caling the Kenya locomote
casses the 24 or 500 i icorrct. AMhoug refred 1o 3¢
such n Sauthem Afic, In Konyo, Uganda and Tonganyia
(how Tanzania) they wers simply tha 24 Cass o 50 Cies
s coptalC.

n one paragaph sion thro 3o s captal 1. irplyeg el
Karya Ralivays stafl nooded consiant drocon rom i

1o cany oul stk which they wore o doub amitar . | s
aiven a very ciflrent naratvo by the Kenya Radways Ka®

Whea working on the Garat o o s 2001 safan

1! heard of i proposed siaam safr i Seplambor 2001
‘hen conacted by Granam Keley, s Garat enhusast and
fand 1 ha UK. 20 low ou o he restoraton eam under
Joo’ Karmau, e former Narobi shed. mastr. Work was
progressiog i, cecasknaly Infomupod by M Mougua who
e e 8 arga s of poopeintobelevinghe would
8 st Towards 0 and of Octcber, 5918 was beig paied
i1 000 ned . Eadly one moming Jos announced tat
i1 115 wcuid b 8 wh the o fred bumors conneciad 1o an
compressor 1w ina (i . the fra had boen i 1 both
iougts Jn he frubox sinca 1688 The shed fled wih acrd
Back sk trat anfed o he brght s sky and tha
famoce we had team and Ine cearance o st run 0 A
Rlver o Back It wat 8 momenious 1. e s e 3 ieam
Jocmshe 1 run on he Nombas main s since May 1980
when s same locomotve made. 15 las egh un beore
£ e ove o s

+ e masniene Graham, Nick Loa th wll known advay
ociemaciary groducer and Vic Alln, s ranay o0 Gparser
525 oy anc h v from tho UK an st minu tasks
s cingied bofos e Inugral run 1o Mombasa vas
#3395 o rom Navooi by the Goneral Manager of Kenya
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Raluays, W Androw Wanyande, on 6 Noverber. The rp has
boon well documeriod by boih Nk wih is video onited
Stean 1o Mombass' 0d Vic who boih wrole Waking ho
Maroon Glant for 3 raiway magazine snd procuced 3 short
1ido about th . Tho Ui was ok wihout s roubles, aack
51 0l eing ona. Despe 1 delsy Granam and | amed win
crodt cards conactod Shal n Narob and bought 12000 lies
of ol . Wh hoat 1 for? asked the salsan, Tt s '
for a steam locomote’ we eplied, Th fue vas delvered to
A Rver whore th loco v stabled and rofusted wih he
el i crums in 1 uards van. Having pad forthe ol 1t
was 6 that ormor dtvers Kpal Sngh and i cousin Charan
Singh boih gusss o th i, o b h ieal fotlae crow

1o oblai the best performance ou ofth lsocmotve, Havig
dicussad tho mater wih Bon and Jamas. (e Keryan stcam
. who agroed, | asked Kipal and Charan 1o e and .
We tho roit 59155 fre using wood Kinding consising of all
mannar of roa branches and oid siepers and tha 1 proved
ihe ocomotive was sl i fo purpose. Craran ate produced a

st las bookiot of the naugura . Despt the setbacks
Katya Raihiays a1 1 be appauded for the way hat they
alowed i exreardnary saar o uss the e Moroasa Ine

Intereaved wih otha fsignt and passenger trsins, Sometme
o he event | was 0 by 2 passanger on e nght s o
Mombasa how ha had winassed 8 massive toam engie ot
crossing staton around mdnigh having been 15d stzam fhad
oen wihdaun twentyyoars carer

T aary 2002, thros of s, Roger Tanner, Kell Singh and
mysell fomed East_ Aican Sieam Safar, & company
ogitered n Naitob n odor o run 5918 in colsboration win
Kenya Ralhuays. The marketing vas undertaken by Roger who
persuaded titysi e paying passengers o take the to-dey
i o Mombasa i & night siop a Kiowezi It was a great
510085 and we proposed anoher 1 i 2003, However 6o o
uing costs we amended th program (o un to Kiwezi ond
ack which alao was a selout. Unusualy 5918 an tander st
10 Kbweziand conventionaly on roum and Nick Loa was sbi
1o conpiete somo addtonsl fim foolage for s Mombasa
sloam DVD: The 2004 day tp has lready boen mentoned in
ho arclon LIS3. lt was basically a proving ron afler 5918 had
vited the workshops, and 1 was corainy ot the ground
brsiing avent in the loco's now career i erage senice 35
slted by ho rice.
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