NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

      HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

    1st MAY 2008 NEWSLETTER
Hello All,

Our main news this month is that the LNER B17 ‘Sandringham Project’ has now gone live.  

A Press Release has been sent out to the main railway periodicals and full details of the
B17 Share Purchase Scheme will soon be appearing on our website. Work continues on 

the repatriation of our existing locos however and your support is needed more than ever. 
SANDRINGHAM PROJECT
An exciting plan has been formulated to build an NBL / LNER ‘Sandringham’ 4-6-0 for main 
line running. As this Class featured two distinctly different styles of Tender, GER and LNER,

a second locomotive will also be constructed for exhibition and display purposes. The Tenders 
will be interchangeable and this will enable us to steam either a ‘Sandringham’ or a ‘Footballer’ 
as required for work on specials or preserved lines.

We sincerely feel that building a new B17 will fill the biggest single gap in LNER steam loco history – and provide a superb engine for UK main line running. A Management Committee is being put together to organize construction of the two locos and a Share Issue is being launched 
to commence funding. If you would like to help or purchase Shares, please complete the new ‘Sandringham’ section on our website www.nbloco.net or write to NBLPG at the usual address.
The photograph below clearly shows the clean lines of LNER B17 4-6-0 No. 61611 ‘Raynham Hall’ with GER Tender at Ipswich shed on 22nd May 1957.  (Copyright R. C. Riley)
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NORTH BRITISH STEAM IN THE NEWS
Kerry Young has kindly sent the following photograph of  New Zealand Railways ‘J’ Class 

4-8-2 No. 1236 in action at Ferrymead Heritage Park, Christchurch, during the Easter 2008

holidays. He gives the ‘J’ Class locos a glowing reference as follows :  
They were absolute poetry in motion, the 'J' Class were lithe, supple and absolutely free of movement.  To see them at work was to see the symmetry and co-ordination of the whole. Their lightweight reciprocating gear allowed the freedom of high speeds. They carried the same drive wheel diameter and piston stroke of the larger 'K' Class.  A 'J' at speed was absolutely awesome. Even here at Ferrymead, short line and all, 1236 put on a really great show.    
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    We’ve added a shot of the Worksplate in case anyone is wondering who built it !!
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MALAYAN PACIFIC
Another correspondent, Hugh Garner, has recently returned from Malaysia where he took these photos of Metre Gauge Pacific Loco No. 564.36 ‘Temerloh’ (NBL 25765) It appears that KTMB (Malayan Railways) still own this loco but have lost interest since their ill-fated project, the "Peninsular Line" failed. It is becoming very run down and prey to scrap collectors and vandals. Whether it is for sale or not, I don't know, but I guess everything has a price. Perhaps it is a case of convincing KTMB and / or the Tourist Board / National Museum that it is no good leaving the loco rusting away where it is and anyone prepared to preserve it should be encouraged.
 
"Temerloh" is parked in a siding at Gemas Station opposite a row of shops, Hugh took the photo's less than a month ago. We will follow this story up if there is sufficient interest.
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NEILSON TANK ON THE MOVE
Former Great Eastern Railway ‘Coffee Pot’ 0-4-0ST No. 229, which was built by Neilson & Co. in Glasgow in 1876, will soon be moving from North Woolwich Station Museum to the Forest of Dean for restoration. An almost miraculous survivor, No. 229 was sold out of GER service in 1914 and worked until the 1950’s at a shipyard in Chepstow. Three similar engines worked on the LNER as Class Y5 and one lasted until BR days as a Departmental Locomotive at Stratford Works. (Photo KL)
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Andrew Schanknecht from Kimberley is searching for information regarding SAR Class 6A No. 462 and it’s use on Cecil Rhodes’ funeral train in 1902. This debate started when a committee member of his preservation group, Steamnet 2000, who works at the McGregor Museum, came across a 1962 newspaper article in which one of the drivers was interviewed and he recalled the number of his loco as 182 (of CGR).  It became C509 of the CSAR and the SAR renumbered it 462 in 1912 after unification. Andrew is aware that the train was double headed, so hopefully this survivor was one of the two.  Whether the same locomotives were used throughout the journey from Cape Town to Rhodesia is another matter.
From our own files we know that SAR 6A No. 462 was built by Dubs & Co in Glasgow in 1897 for the Cape Government Railways. Her Dubs works number was 3443. She was stored for preservation at De Aar after being taken out of service and was later moved to Millsite shed at Krugersdorp. As far as we know, No. 462 is still stored at Millsite. Anyone who can provide further information is asked to contact Andrew by e:mail at this address :  Andrew.Schanknecht@debeersgroup.com
MEMBERS SALES AND WANTS
Speaking of SAR 6A Class 4-6-0’s, Nick Newport has this fine recast CGR plate for sale.  It was made for SANRASM’s 6A No. 473 but given to Nick when he donated his NBL 12A Class 4-8-2 to them for preservation. Not a bad deal eh ! 

SAR No. 473 was built for the CGR by Dubs in Glasgow in 1897 (Works Number 3461)
The best offer over £50 will secure the plate and all proceeds will go to the Class 11 Fund. – Here’s a shot of the loco itself, with the plate missing of course, in store at Randfontein. 

Please contact Nick by e:mail at : nicknewport@hotmail.co.uk                  (Photos : KL)
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION
If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to Steve at :  steve knapman [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]
New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if required.

Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.

Telephone : 01189 864 706                 e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

   NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                       HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                      MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TELEPHONE NUMBER :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

E:MAIL ADDRESS :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  
       :    £10

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DUBS ‘A’ No. 196 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH         : 
£

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLASS 24 No. 3647 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH       :
£

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SANDRINGHAM LOCO SHARES @ £50 EACH        :   £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 




        :   £

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED, C/O : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP, 4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.      PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP.
