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DUBS TANK NEWS 

First of all, sorry for the slight delay to this month’s Newsletter, the reasons will become clear when you read Page 2 ! Andy Anderson of the Umgeni Steam Railway has kindly sent us this photo of our Dubs Tank Loco No. 196 looking quite superb outside the USR loco shed at Masons Mill on 16th January 2009. The engine was specially rolled out for the day to greet NBLPG Member Mike Smith who is Chairman of the Mizens Railway and is working hard to arrange the loco’s return to the UK. If all goes well, the repatriation could happen as early as this summer and we will be launching an appeal fairly soon to raise the balance of funding needed to cover the shipping and transport costs. Many thanks to everyone who has bought Shares or contributed towards the movement of this loco. 
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MALUTI MAGIC
Nick Newport and myself were fortunate to be on the Guest List for last weekends ‘Maluti Magic’  Narrow Gauge Steam Experience at the Sandstone Estates in South Africa’s Orange Free State. Sandstone’s owner, the well known businessman Mr. Wilfred Mole, has assembled an amazing collection of steam locomotives, traction engines, road vehicles and farming equipment at the farm. There is also an 18kms 2’0” gauge railway and no less than 12 locos were in steam for the occasion ! 
Sandstone is home to around 30 steam locos, more than half of them of British origin and many of our major manufacturers including NBL, Beyer Peacock, Barclay, Peckett and Avonside etc, are well represented. In the evocative photo below, Beyer Peacock NGG16 Garratt No. NG113 pulls away from Vailima with a mixed train on Saturday 28th February. The shed in the background contains three SAR 19D Class 4-8-2 locomotives of NBL and Robert Stephenson & Hawthorns origin.
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The lower photos show (1) Sharp Stewart Class 6C 0-6-0 No. 544 on display, (2) a full house at Sandstone Shed with Kerr Stuart NG4 4-6-2T No 16 prominent and (3) a Standard NBL 4-8-2 tank loco awaiting restoration. Further details can be found at www.sandstone-estates.com  (photos KL)
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NBL WAR VETERANS
Rather ironically, although no less than 545 War Department 2-8-0’s were constructed by NBL between 1942 and 1945, it is their 12 wheel, less ubiquitous sisters that have survived into preservation. The Dub Dees as they were best known, were ordered in large quantities by the Ministry of Supply for the war effort and many were immediately despatched overseas, some never to return. Although all of the British Railways WD’s, of both wheel arrangements, were broken up, fortunately one celebrity engine was preserved on the Longmoor Military Railway and further examples avoided scrapping in Holland and Greece.
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In the photo above, two of the former Greek WD 2-10-0’s, NBL Works Nos. 25434 & 25458, both repatriated to the UK in the modern preservation era, provide super power at Goathland Station with a train bound for Pickering in October 1996.  (Photo KL)
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Our last three pictures in this section show the 1,000th engine to be shipped to Europe, WD 73755 ‘Longmoor’ as preserved in the Dutch Railway Museum at Utrecht, a more typical (and unidentifiable !) WD 2-8-0 near the end of BR steam at Neville Hill shed, Leeds in 1967 and NBL 25437  ‘Gordon’ on the Longmoor Military Railway in 1968. (Photos KL)
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REVERSE ENGINEERING
In the last few weeks, we’ve received preliminary details of an ambitious proposal to convert an English Electric Class 20 Bo-Bo diesel into one of the early North British modern traction prototypes. Subject to a feasibility study, this would mean reproducing either, the NBL / LMS 1947-designed 827 hp Bo-Bo No. 10800 or the slightly later NBL / GEC D8400 Series diesel-electric, 10 of which were built as part of the BR Pilot Scheme in 1958. Please contact us if you are interested in this project and we will forward messages. 
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NBL 26413, BR 10800 at Derby in 1958 & English Electric D8000 at Crewe (Photos - Colour Rail)
SHARP STEWART M&GN 4-4-0
As reported in this month’s ‘Steam Railway’, a private individual has purchased the surviving boiler from Sharp Stewart M&GN 4-4-0 No. 50 with the intention of re-creating the loco. This would initially be for display purposes but could lead to the re-building of a working locomotive if sufficient funds are forthcoming Once again, we will be happy to pass on messages if you are interested in this project.    (photographers details not available for the pictures below) 
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MEMBERS QUERIES

Harold Pearson, now living in Cambodia, has asked if any of our Readers could supply him with a photograph of the solitary SAR Class 20 2-10-2 for use in the ‘Seven & a Quarter Gauge News’. If you can help, please e:mail Harold on  :   haroldpearson2002@hotmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 
If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to Steve at :           steve knapman [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]
New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if required.

Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.

Telephone : 01189 864 706                 e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

   NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                       HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                      MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TELEPHONE NUMBER :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

E:MAIL ADDRESS :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  
          

:    £10

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NGR DUBS TANK No. 196 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          :    £

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CSAR CLASS 11 No. 929 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH      
:    £

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SAR CLASS 24 No. 3647 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          
:    £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


            :    £

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED. PLEASE FORWARD TO : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP,
4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.  PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP. THANK YOU
