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AUSTRALIAN ANNIVERSARY
Steamrail Australia celebrated the 125th Anniversary of the opening of the railway from Castlemaine to Maldon in great style on 13th June by running a special train featuring double headed NBL ‘R’ Class 4-6-4’s from Southern Cross to Bendigo. Passengers were able to change at Castlemaine for a trip on the Victorian Goldfields Railway branch line to Maldon where a parade was held through the Town.
The locos used on the special were Victorian Railways numbers R761 and R707 ‘City of Melbourne’.  Their NBL works numbers are 27051 and 26997 respectively and both were built at Hyde Park Works, Springburn in 1951. As can be seen in the photo above, these engines carry their NBL diamond worksplates on their smoke deflectors.
North British built 70 ‘R’ Class 4-6-4’s for the Victorian Railways to Order Number L7 in 1951. They were constructed to 5ft 3 ins  gauge but were designed to be easily convertible to standard gauge. They were an instant success in traffic, working heavy passenger trains and seven of them have been preserved at various locations in Australia.











(Photo : Paul Barnard)
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DUBS TANK NEWS




We’d better get used to referring to our Dubs Tank as No. 133 as we have now given our friends at the Umgeni Steam Railway the go ahead to repaint the loco into Natal Green ready for the trip home. The picture of the USR’s own Dubs Tank No. 88 below gives a preview of how No. 133 will look when she goes on display at the Mizens Railway. The main differences being that our engine will be without the cowcatcher, headlight or 2nd ‘dome’. Martin Coombs has been hard at work and has produced a pattern for the NGR number plates. Funds are still coming in towards the shipping costs for this fine loco and someone who shall be nameless has agreed to cycle from Bristol to Woking to raise some extra cash ! (see Page 4) 
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CLASS 11 No. 929

Whilst on the subject of number plates, Thurton Foundries have now cast two replacement cabsides for our Class 11 and Nick Newport has flown one of them down to Bloemfontein to be fitted to the loco. Hopefully No. 929 will soon start to look like she did in Leith Paxton’s superb photograph of her taken at Sydenham loco shed in November 1965. Thanks again to Martin for making the patterns and painting the plates.
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HENDRIE CLASS 1 FUND 

Thanks to the generosity and support of our Members, this new fund has received more than £3,000 in contributions in the first few weeks and we are almost at the point where we can give Transcor the go ahead to move the loco to Mason’s Mill shed. More funds are obviously needed to complete this phase of this project and all further contributions will be very gratefully received.

CLASS 24 No. 3647
As mentioned last month, we have received an offer to purchase No. 3647 and this is still being followed up at the present time. We will send out more news on this subject as soon as possible.
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GALA APPEARANCES
North British locomotives were in action at the recent Llangollen Railway, ‘Steel, Steam & Stars II’ Gala including LNER design B1 4-6-0 No. 1306 ‘Mayflower’ (NBL 26207 / 1948) and the ever controversial LMS 6100 ‘Royal Scot’. Recent speculation in the Railway Press suggests that some details of the current No. 6100 ‘prove’ that this loco and LMS 6152 re-exchanged identities after the USA trip in 1933. This would make the surviving engine the NBL one ! No-one knows for sure but the hybrid looks pretty good arriving at Carrog in the photo below !
No such controversy surrounds No 1306 of course - only that it was built by NBL for BR, runs in a fictitious LNER livery and is seen here working on a Great Western branch line ………. Ah, the joys of preservation !
(Many Thanks to Dave Stark for the Photos)
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DIESEL CORNER
Some of the more unusual locomotives to be built in Springburn were the NBL 100hp mining diesels which were intended for a working life underground. Construction started in 1948 and they were fitted with fully flame proofed gearboxes and jackshaft final drives. The later mining locos used hydraulic rather than mechanical transmission to improve safety in this rather volatile environment !
NBL ‘Miners’ are known to survive and one of our Canadian correspondents, Malcolm Peakman, has kindly sent the photos below of one such locomotive which exists in ‘semi-preserved’ condition at the entrance to a Mining Museum at Britannia Beach in British Columbia. 
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NBL works number 27720 was one of four such engines built for the Logue Industrial Company to Order Number L83 in 1957. Their Hyde Park works numbers were 27718 to 27721 inclusive. We would be very interested to receive details or photographs of any other NBL Miners in service or in preservation around the world.
(Photos : Malcolm Peakman)
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    CYCLING MARATHON TO AID SHIPPING FUND
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OVER THE WEEKEND OF AUGUST 15th/16th , NBL PRESERVATION GROUP SECRETARY KEN LIVERMORE WILL CYCLE FROM PORTBURY DOCKS NEAR BRISTOL (OUR DUBS TANK’S UK LANDING POINT) TO IT’S NEW HOME AT THE MIZEN’S RAILWAY NEAR WOKING. THE LOCO IS EXPECTED TO FOLLOW THE M4 FOR MOST OF THE JOURNEY WHILST KEN OF COURSE WILL BE FOLLOWING THE A4 BUT THE TOTAL DISTANCE WILL BE ALMOST EXACTLY THE SAME AT 110 MILES. PLEASE SPONSOR KEN IF YOU CAN, EVERY PENNY RAISED WILL GO TOWARDS SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT COSTS WHEN THE LOCO RETURNS FROM SOUTH AFRICA TO THE UK LATER THIS YEAR. KEN’S ROUTE WILL BE AS FOLLOWS :

PORTBURY : BRISTOL : CHIPPENHAM : NEWBURY : READING : BRACKNELL : WOKING
          O----------------O-----------------O-------------------O----------------O----------------O----------------O




      
                   SPONSOR  FORM
NAME –           ____________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS – 
  ____________________________________________________________________
                          ____________________________________________________________________

SPONSORSHIP AMOUNT PER MILE ______________________________________________

(OR) AMOUNT FOR FULL DISTANCE _____________________________________________
PLEASE SEND TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP, 4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP, THANK YOU
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 

If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to  :         [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]

New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net     :  Telephone Number : 01189 864 706
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if you would like to help.
Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.      e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
     More News Next Month, Many Thanks for your Support & Interest, Best Regards, Ken

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                                    HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                                     MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TELEPHONE NUMBER :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
E:MAIL ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  (OPTIONAL)       :    £10

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NGR DUBS TANK No. 196 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          :    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CSAR CLASS 11 No. 929 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH      
:    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NGR CLASS 1 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          

:    £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


            :    £

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED.  PLEASE FORWARD TO : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP,
4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.  
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP. THANK YOU
