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TANZANIAN  SURVIVOR
One of the most interesting e:mails we have received this month came from walking enthusiast Linda Sanders. Since 2003, Linda has covered 716 kms of the Tanzania Railway Central Line which runs 1,254 km from Dar es Salaam to Kigoma on the shores of Lake Tanganyika. The walks have helped to raise funds for the Spa Valley Railway based at Tunbridge Wells in Kent.
On her most recent visit to Dar es Saalam, Linda was treated to a tour of the main TRL locomotive workshops where she was very surprised to find the steam locomotive pictured above, stored in one of the outbuildings. No. 2927 is one of 11 ‘Class 29’ 2-8-2’s built at Hyde Park Works in Glasgow in 1955 under Order No. L45, for the East African Railways & Harbours Company. They are very similar to the Nigerian Railways ‘River’ Class. The article accompanying Linda’s e:mail is featured on the following pages.
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“SUK” - North British Steam Locomotive No 27442

Having returned from a 251 kilometre walk along a section of the Central Railway line in Tanzania; a fund-raising walk for the Tunbridge Wells & Eridge Railway Preservation Society, I was rewarded with a visit to the Tanzanian Railway Limited (TRL) main locomotive workshop. The depot is situated in Dar es Salaam, at the beginning of the Central Line, a 1,254 kilometre route that links the East coast of Africa to Lake Tanganyika.  Mr Midladjy Maez, the (TRL) Public Relations Manager, kindly arranged the visit and under the guidance of Mr Mohamed Mapondela I was escorted around the depot.  This large area, full of sheds housing turning equipment for trains undergoing repair and smaller workshops with inspection pits, was a hive of activity. It was a fascinating tour but I didn’t realise the extent I was being seduced until we entered the final locomotive shed.   

While still at school I was once thrown by an essay question: “Can one feel affection for an inanimate object?”  Now, many years later, I have the answer:  If it is a 1955 North British Steam Locomotive No 27442,  standing majestically in an empty Tanzanian railway shed in Dar es Salaam, then the answer is a definite “Yes, you can!”

There, abandoned and alone, was SUK, the East African Railway (EAR) locomotive 2927. Through the broken glass windows the bright midday Tanzanian sunlight filtered onto the rusty red metal and in the dust-speckled light the engine seemed to glow alive. Now many of my friends and family will not believe the next sentence but I was enraptured.  For the first time it was possible to understand how one can become a steam enthusiast and I was dangerously close to becoming just that!  

But was “SUK”, named after a Kenyan tribe, special - or was I looking through rose-tinted sunglasses?
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Built in Scotland by the North British Locomotive Company, the locomotive was imported into Kenya in 1955, and stationed for many years in the coastal region of Tanga before being transferred to central Morogoro, where in 1995 it was discovered in very poor condition and brought back to Dar es Salaam.  Under a joint effort between the Tanzanian Railway Corporation and Friends of Railway Heritage it was restored to working order by 1996.

All E.A.R. locomotives were built to metre gauge to enable them to run anywhere in Uganda, Kenya and Tanganyika. Locomotive No. 2927 has a wheel arrangement of 2-8-2, with 4 feet diameter driving wheels and a boiler pressure of 200 lbs psi. This would exert a pulling tractive effort of 29,835 pounds.  Its two steam cylinders are 18” diameter with a stroke of 26”.  The heating surfaces are as follows:




Small Tubes

   1,038 sq.feet




Large Tubes

      660 sq. feet




Fire box

      146 sq. feet




Total


   1,844 sq. feet




Super heaters

      446 sq. feet




TOTAL
              2,290 sq. Feet
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“SUK” CONTINUED
The fire grate area is 38 sq. feet with the adhesive weight at 51.58 tons and the total weight of the locomotive and tender 128.65 tons.  The tender held 2,000 gallons of heavy fuel oil and 4,800 gallons of water.  An Auxiliary water tanker WTB 118228 carried additional water as facilities for steam locomotives had by then been removed from the line.

For some years SUK was something of a tourist attraction taking passengers from Dar es Salaam to Soga, a distance of 52km, where they were entertained by villagers for a cultural evening of food and dance.  Sadly, with the Friends of the Railway no longer in existence and the drastic reduction in qualified railway staff due to HIV related illnesses and AIDS, only a handful of retired railway staff are now capable of running the steam engine.  

The future of SUK hangs precariously in the balance as Tanzania Railway Limited confirmed they have no plans to reinstate the tourist option in the future.  However, while Reli Asset Holding Company (RAHCO), which houses the ageing locomotive, has no immediate plans for its future either, they are open to suggestions. If you are interested in helping to mount a rescue plan for SUK, please do not hesitate to contact me direct at : linda.sanders5@yahoo.co.uk
Many thanks for your interest, Linda Sanders
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TANZANIAN WALK FOR 2010

As you may have seen, Linda’s main passion is for walking but she has becoming increasingly interested in steam locomotives and their history. She has therefore decided to dedicate the walk she has planned for  January 2010 as a joint fund-raising venture for the NBL Preservation Group and the Spa Valley Railway.   

Brief details of Linda’s 2010 walk are outlined below. We should mention that all costs of the walk are covered by Linda personally and that all monies raised will go directly to the NBLPG and Spa Valley Rly. As I am sure we are all aware, delays and changes of plan are commonplace in Africa so these notes are intended as an outline guide only. 
 
Date: Early January 2010 (tbc)      Location: Tanzania Central Line
Start: Dar es Salaam to Tura by locomotive 716 km (2 day journey)

Commence Walk: Tura Station  - End Walk: Tabora Station – Total Distance: 134 km 

Walking Group: Linda Sanders, Ali and Athuman (two permanent guides) 
+ 2 TRL gang workers between each station.

  

If you would like to sponsor this amazing lady on her next intrepid walk or would like to help save EAR loco No. 2927 “SUK”, please contact Linda direct at her e:mail address above for sponsor forms and further details. If you do not have e:mail access, please write to us and we will pass messages on. We will try to keep everyone up to date with progress when Linda starts her walk. 
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NBLPG LOCOMOTIVE NEWS




Here is the latest information on the four steam locomotives currently under our wing :

Natal Government Railways ‘A Class’ Tank No. 133 : (Dubs works number 3819 built 1899)
We are on target to ship this loco from Durban by the end of the summer but funds are still urgently needed to cover repainting costs and repay various loans that some of our Members have very generously provided. We’ve had a good response to my forthcoming Sponsored Ride from Bristol to Woking but obviously the more raised the better so please make a donation towards the shipping costs or send in the attached sponsor form if you are able to help. Mike Smith’s team at the Mizens Railway are about to start preparing track in readiness for the loco’s arrival and Andrew Goodman will be visiting the site on 13th August to check out the unloading area. 
CSAR Class 11 No. 929 (NBL 16266 / 1904)
 NGR Class 1A No. 1301 (NBL 19063 / 1909)
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(Photos Nick Newport)

Work continues steadily on our Class 11 2-8-2 No. 929 at Bloemfontein and her new cabside numberplates were fitted during July. Martin Coombs will be pleased to know that the new plates lined up exactly with the original holes – not bad considering the patterns were made more than 100 years apart ! No. 929 is a long term restoration project and is starting to look very presentable.
Following the withdrawal of NGR Class 1A 4-8-0 No. 1301 from last year’s Auction, ANGLO Coal have now very generously placed her on permanent loan with our Group for preservation. She remains stored at Greenside Colliery at present and will be moved to Masons Mill in due course. No. 1301 is in good condition and is virtually complete with most fittings intact.
NGR Class 1B 4-8-0 No. 1443 ‘Chaka’ (NBL works number 16417 / 1905) We have now successfully completed the purchase of No. 1443 from Ushukela Milling and the engine remains stored on site at Gledhow Mill pending movement to Masons Mill. This loco is of great historic importance as it was one of David Hendrie’s (and the world’s) first six 4-8-2’s to be built. 
SAR Class 24 No. 3647 (NBL works number 26359 / 1949) The proposed sale of No. 3647 to a private buyer has fallen through and the loco remains our property. All Class 24 Shareholders ownership funds remain intact. We are trying to negotiate an arrangement with Reefsteamers to keep the loco stored on their site at Germiston for the present time whilst new possibilities for the loco are investigated. 
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    CYCLING MARATHON TO AID SHIPPING FUND
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OVER THE WEEKEND OF AUGUST 15th/16th , NBL PRESERVATION GROUP SECRETARY KEN LIVERMORE WILL CYCLE FROM PORTBURY DOCKS NEAR BRISTOL (OUR DUBS TANK’S UK LANDING POINT) TO IT’S NEW HOME AT THE MIZEN’S RAILWAY NEAR WOKING. THE LOCO IS EXPECTED TO FOLLOW THE M4 FOR MOST OF THE JOURNEY WHILST KEN OF COURSE WILL BE FOLLOWING THE A4 BUT THE TOTAL DISTANCE WILL BE ALMOST EXACTLY THE SAME AT 110 MILES. PLEASE SPONSOR KEN IF YOU CAN, EVERY PENNY RAISED WILL GO TOWARDS SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT COSTS WHEN THE LOCO RETURNS FROM SOUTH AFRICA TO THE UK LATER THIS YEAR. KEN’S ROUTE WILL BE AS FOLLOWS :

PORTBURY : BRISTOL : CHIPPENHAM : NEWBURY : READING : BRACKNELL : WOKING
          O----------------O-----------------O-------------------O----------------O----------------O----------------O




      
                   SPONSOR  FORM
NAME –           ____________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS – 
  ____________________________________________________________________
                          ____________________________________________________________________

SPONSORSHIP AMOUNT PER MILE ______________________________________________

(OR) AMOUNT FOR FULL DISTANCE _____________________________________________
PLEASE SEND TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP, 4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP, THANK YOU
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 

If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to  :         [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]

New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net     :  Telephone Number : 01189 864 706
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if you would like to help.
Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.      e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
     More News Next Month, Many Thanks for your Support & Interest, Best Regards, Ken

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                                    HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                                     MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TELEPHONE NUMBER :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
E:MAIL ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  (OPTIONAL)       :    £10

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NGR DUBS TANK No. 196 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          :    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CSAR CLASS 11 No. 929 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH      
:    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NGR CLASS 1 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          

:    £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


            :    £

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED.  PLEASE FORWARD TO : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP,
4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.  
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP. THANK YOU
