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‘CHAKA’
Cover photo this month goes to our latest acquisition, ex SAR Class 1B 4-8-0 No. 1443 ‘Chaka’, seen outside the loco shed at Gledhow Sugar Mill, Natal in February 1990. Always maintained in superb condition at the Mill, ‘Chaka’s’ NBL diamond worksplate (No. 16417) is still clearly visible as is the nameplate on the cabside. A total of 71 Class 1 locomotives were built by NBL for Natal between 1904 and 1909. They were originally designated ‘Hendrie Class B’ after their designer and seven of them still survive.

As mentioned last month, we have now completed the purchase of No. 1443 from Ushukela Milling and are currently making arrangements for the loco to be moved to Masons Mill shed on the Umgeni Steam Railway. We hope that the loco can eventually be brought back to Scotland for permanent preservation.
‘Chaka’ was a formidable Zulu King who lived from 1786 to 1828, he was a strong leader and a military innovator implementing new weapons and marching his regiments in tight formations. He is said to have possessed the strength of ten men and had the heart of a Lion - his motto was ‘Death or Victory’ !

        




    ( Photo by KL, new chimney, ex 1277, fitted by Ian Cook ! )
 





      (2)
‘CHAKA’ Continued

Formerly Natal Government Railways No. 322, ‘Chaka’ was built at NBL’s Queens Park works in 1905 and was one of six Class 1 locomotives selected by David Hendrie for conversion to the 4-8-2 wheel arrangement. In this form they were the World’s first ‘Mountain’ types and they ran successfully on heavy main line work until 1926 when all six reverted to 4-8-0’s. NGR No. 324, later SAR No. 1445, is seen below as running as a 4-8-2 in 1906.
        (Photo : South African Railways)           
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DUBS 4-4-0 BACK IN SERVICE

	[image: image3.jpg]





Looking more akin to the American Wild West than their more familiar Highland Railway 4-4-0’s, this early Dubs locomotive number 1572 of 1882 has been returned to steam on the Prairie Dog Central Railroad in Canada. PDC No. 3 was originally built for Canadian Pacific and later worked for the City of Winnipeg Light & Power Department. The line runs from Winnipeg to Gross Island in Manitoba and further details can be found on their website : www.pdcrailway.com




                                                                                      








 

(Photo : Devin Porteus)
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AFRICAN SURVIVOR
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Dylan Knott has kindly sent us several photos of Rhodesia Railways 12th Class 4-8-2 No. 256 as preserved at Mahalapye in Botswana. The loco was originally built at Queens Park, the old Dubs works, for the Mashonaland Railway in 1928. NBL’s Order Book records that 20 of 12th Class were built at Queens Park for the MR that year, works numbers being 23724 – 41 and 23772 – 73, NBL Order Numbers L845 & L848. 










         (Photo : Gabor Kovaks)
DUBS SPONSORED RIDE

Many thanks to everyone who sponsored me on the August 15 / 16 Portbury to Woking Bike Ride. More than £500 has been received so far with a few donors still to catch up with. I did cheat a bit by doing the ride over 2 days – but that didn’t make that hill out of Marlborough any easier !!  The money has gone towards painting our Dubs Tank green ready for it’s journey home. There is still time to send a donation if you wish.
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The photos show a fresh faced and happy looking Ken at the start and a rather more drained version, (trying to imitate Rik Van Looy in the Paris – Roubaix cycling classic) coming in to the finish, 110 miles later, at the Mizens Railway. At least I now know where to collect the Dubs Tank from when it arrives on the ship !

                   (Photos : Anne Livermore & Ron Dewar) 
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DUBS REPAINT
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This is the latest photo of our Natal Government Railways Dubs ‘A Class’ 4-8-2 Tank No. 133 being repainted at Masons Mill shed in readiness for shipping back to the UK. We are all delighted with the results so far and would like to thank the members of the Umgeni Steam Railway for their sterling efforts on our behalf. There are a few small jobs still to be done and we are currently checking crane capacities with the shipping line. Hopefully though, it won’t be too long now before she is on the move. 











(Photo Andy Anderson)
Our second photos shows the location of the Dubs new home at  the Mizens Railway. As can be seen, the space is currently occupied by a wooden replica Sharp Stewart 2-2-2 which has sadly become life expired. New track will be laid up to the trees in the background where a small loco shed will be built in due course.
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 

If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to  :         [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]

New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net     :  Telephone Number : 01189 864 706
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if you would like to help.
Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.      e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
     More News Next Month, Many Thanks for your Support & Interest, Best Regards, Ken

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                                    HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                                     MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TELEPHONE NUMBER :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
E:MAIL ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  (OPTIONAL)       :    £10

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NGR DUBS TANK No. 133 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          :    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CSAR CLASS 11 No. 929 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH      
:    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NGR CLASS 1 No. 1443 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          
:    £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


            :    £

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED.  PLEASE FORWARD TO : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP,
4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.  
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP. THANK YOU
