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THREAT TO LAST CONDENSER
Worrying news has reached us this week concerning the serious theft of copper pipe from steam locomotives based at Beaconsfield shed near Kimberley in South Africa. Beaconsfield is home to the Steamnet 2000 Preservation Group who have more than a dozen steam locomotives on site. Many of these are of NBL origin and they include the finest surviving North British engine of all, Class 25 4-8-4 Condenser No. 3511.  
 

Beaconsfield has long been regarded as one of the most secure loco sheds in South Africa with no reported cases of theft since 2002 but with security now breached, it seems that the thieves have made sample cuts into pipe work on a number of engines ready for further attacks. We have included a full report on the situation from NBLPG Member Peter Odell on Page 2 and would encourage donations towards improving security at Beaconsfield to be sent to the address in the report.  
In the photograph above, No. 3511 ‘City of Kimberley’ is seen near Houtkraal on the Kimberley to De Aar main line with the  Cape Midlander special train in April 1987.                       (Photo : courtesy Ron White)
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THEFT AT BEACONSFIELD (Contd)
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    View of damage to pipe work on Class 25NC 4-8-4 No. 3467 (NBL 27327 / 1953) : Peter J Odell 
Steamnet 2000 at Beaconsfield have 4 class 25NC locos on lease lend, nos. 3441/3457/3467/3482 plus in recent years we have taken over responsibility for 24 No 3654, 25 No 3511 & 16E No 858 which were deteriorating and losing parts until moved to our site.  All locomotives cared for by us have had minimal theft and been fitted with cab security gates at our expense as soon as they came into our care. We also care for a number of privately owned locomotives. I must now sadly report that my boast of a theft free site has been shattered with the first major theft now occurring since May 2002.

 

On 30th January 2010 we noticed two 4m lengths of 8cm copper "delivery piping" had been sawn off 3467. Despite personally mounting an all night vigil, by 18.00 on 31st January two more 2m copper "water feed pipes" had been sawn off No. 3441,s tender. Further investigation shows "hacksaw marks" on various pipes on nos. 3511/858/3441 & NRZ  398 where clearly the thieves have investigated which pipes are copper and which are steel - no doubt looking for their next targets. Razor wire strung between locomotives and around said pipes has proved no deterrent, but it is clear the theft is being committed at night as the  pipes removed have been in shadow of our floodlights.
 

The action Steamnet 2000 has taken since the theft, providing two armed guards each night, has been intense but unsustainable in the long term due to cost. Our biggest concern is that the last NBL Condenser No 3511 will be the next target. This loco is probably the most important engine in South Africa being the only one of it’s type in the World. [apart from a derelict Henschel loco at Millsite]  Particularly the 12cm thick, 10m long copper tender pipes would cost thousands to replace.

 

Steamnet 2000 Committee is committed to spending our last cash reserves to protect our collection but this can only last for a few months. Your Help and Assistance is now urgently needed. UK donations please to our UK rep : Mr L Ball, 32,Winstanley Lane, Shenley Lodge,Milton Keynes, MK5 7BT [tel07855817049]

Many Thanks, Peter J Odell  [on behalf of Steamnet 2000 committee]  email :  s2000@vodamail.co.za
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NBL SURVIVORS IN THAILAND     (from Iain Hutchison)
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North British steam can still be found in Thailand including this superb ‘E’ Class 4-6-0 No. 182 which was seen preserved in good condition at Chachoengsao in January 2010. No. 182 started life at NBL’s Hyde Park Works in Springburn in 1918 as Works Number 22258.  This information does however come with a health warning – some preserved locomotives in Thailand are known to have had their numbers changed so, in the absence of the makers plate, it can only be assumed that this is Works Number 22258 which was delivered to Thailand in 1919.
Another 1919 delivery was RSR No. 180.  This is plinthed at Ubon Ratchatani and, if the State Railways of Thailand paint-applied number is accurate, this is Works Number 22266, ordered  from Hyde Park Works in 1918.  However, among those formerly placed at other mainline stations on the northeast route, No. 177 (NBL 21759) at Ban Phachi Junction, No. 167 (NBL 19973) at Udon Thani, and No. 195 (NBL 21813) at Udon Thani seem to have disappeared.
Between 1912 and 1918, NBL received five orders totalling 42 engines from the Royal Siamese Railways. All were for ‘E’ Class 4-6-0s, all were built in Springburn, the first 12 being constructed at Atlas Works and the final 30 at the adjacent Neilson Reid, Hyde Park Works.
Building details of the 42 ‘E’ Class 4-6-0’s were as follows:

Order No. L501 / 1912 (12 engines) built Atlas Works Numbers 19962 to 19973

Order No. L641 / 1914 (5 engines) Hyde Park Works Number 21137 to 21141

Order No. L686 / 1916 (5 engines) Hyde Park Works Numbers 21758 to 21762

Order No. L 691 / 1917 (10 engines) Hyde Park Works Numbers 21809 to 21818

Order N. L715 / 1918 (10 engines) Hyde Park Works Numbers 22258 to 22267
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NBL IN THAILAND (contd)
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    Hyde Park  Worksplate 22260 at Jatujak            Loco  No. 180.  Plinthed at Ubon Ratchatani
The post-1912 orders were apparently facilitated by the outbreak of World War One which disrupted orders that might otherwise have been fulfilled by Krauss of Munich.  Krauss had being supplying Siam with locomotives since 1898, but Dübs had supplied the Kingdom as early as 1893.  That was an order for eight locomotives – Nos. 1 to 4 (Dübs 3129-3132) were 2-4-0 tank engines with four-wheel tenders, while Nos 5 to 8 (Dübs 3125-3128) were 0-6-0 locomotives with six-wheel tenders.  These were for the Nagara Rajasema Railway, but only Nos 1 to 6 reached Thailand.  

Until recently at least a dozen ‘E’ Class survivors were known to exist in static preserved or semi-preserved condition in Thailand, including examples from each of the five batches. The works plate above, from the final Order, L715, can be seen in the small museum at Jatujak, Bangkok.  This belonged to No. 183.    
Some of Thailand’s ‘E’ Class 4-6-0s did not end their days in Thailand.  These were No. 163 (19969) and No. 169 (19975) among the first batch from Atlas Works in 1912; and No. 184 (22267), No. 185 (22259, and No. 187 (22261) delivered from Hyde Park in 1919.  These were donated to the Lon Nol regime in Cambodia in 1973 and two were reported to be at Phnom Penh in a derelict condition in 1990.
                (Many thanks to Iain Hutchison for the above information and photos)

NEWS SNIPPETS
NBLPG Accounts for 2009 have now been verified and will be posted out to all Members next week. Suffice to say that we ended the year in the ‘black’ but funds are urgently needed for all projects so please support us if you can. 
We are very grateful to Colin Price who kindly sent us a comprehensive list of surviving NBL & Constituent steam locomotives in New Zealand. We have checked our own records against the list and have updated them as appropriate. More news regarding NBL steam in New Zealand will feature later in the year.

Our SAR Class 24 locomotive at Germiston was due to be inspected by a potential buyer during the first week of February. Hopefully this will result in a firm offer to purchase the engine. If not, we have an offer or a swap for another North British loco in reserve.
Don’t forget, we are always pleased to receive photos and news of North British & NBL Constituent locos from around the World for our Newsletters so remember to take your camera on that forthcoming holiday or business trip. 
   More News Next Month, Many Thanks for your Support & Interest, Best Regards, Ken
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 

If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to  :         [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]

New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net     :  Telephone Number : 01189 864 706
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if you would like to help.
Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.      e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                                    HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                                     MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ADDRESS :
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TELEPHONE NUMBER :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
E:MAIL ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  (OPTIONAL)       :    £10

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO DUBS TANK No. 133 SHIPPING FUND          :    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO CSAR CLASS 11 929 RESTORATION FUND :    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NGR CLASS 1 No. 1443 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          
:    £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


            :    £

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED.  PLEASE FORWARD TO : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP,
4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.  
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP. THANK YOU
