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CARNAGE AT CHAMDOR
 

A major political row has broken out in South Africa following the destruction of much of the prized SANRASM steam locomotive collection stored at Chamdor sidings near Johannesburg. The unfenced site, situated close to a squatter camp, has long been the target of scrap metal thieves but this time the attackers arrived with heavy cutting gear and cut through locomotive mainframes to steal valuable parts and bearings.
 

Around 20 steam locomotives, at least five of them more than 100 years old, have been damaged beyond any hope of repair and they are now being scrapped on site. 10 of the locos at Chamdor were of Glasgow origin including three NBL standard industrial tank locos and the famous Neilson Reid 8DW Class 4-8-0 No. 1211 ‘Puffing Duggie’.
SANRASM, the ‘South African National Railway and Steam Museum’, has more than 100 steam locos stored at several other locations and key organisations within the SA Steam Preservation Movement are stepping in to try to protect them. 
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CHAMDOR IN HAPPIER DAYS
Quite incredibly, the above picture, showing a neat line of British industrial tank locomotives on display at Chamdor was taken in September 1998 - from exactly the same viewpoint as the photo on our cover page !   If you look closely, some of the locomotives can be seen in both pictures. A Hudswell Clark 0-6-2T (works no. 1574) is nearest the camera and the display included Bagnall, Hunslet and Dubs locos. The track had been freshly ballasted and all of the engines on show had been recently repainted. 
Sadly SANRASM’s proposals for the Chamdor site were never implemented and the locomotives’ condition deteriorated to the point of no return.
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Also seen at Chamdor in 1998 were Dubs H2 Class 4-8-2T No. 264 and a pair of Sharp Stewart / Neilson Reid 7th Class 4-8-0’s No. 990 and 1059 respectively. No. 993 of this type was returned to the UK by David Shepherd and is currently part of the UK National Railway Museum collection.
A full list of SANRASM’s locomotives and further information regarding the SA preservation movement’s efforts to move as many of them as possible to safety can be found on the Steam in Action website. www.steam-in-action.com  Please view the site and assist them if you can.
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DUBS DOWN UNDER
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Following last month’s article regarding the Australian ‘Galloping Gertie’ connection, Terry McCarthy sent the above photos and notes. Dear Ken,  Interested in the NBL info, which reminded me of a very attractive little Dubs 4-6-0 I came across in Pinjarra, Western Australia in March this year.  She works on the Hooton Valley Railway, but has been withdrawn pending boiler work - likely to be expensive and as their means are somewhat limited it will take a long time to fund and complete the task. All the best, Yours Sincerely, Terry
Another message came from Matt Sexton regarding Galloping Gertie, Ken, With your North British interests and connections, I was wondering if you could help with another possible strand of research. We know that when Galloping Gertie’s (Alice) sister No 14 was sold for scrap in 1914, she was reprieved and sent to the North British Locomotive Company for rebuilding. This entailed the fitting of a new boiler to a NB design. Would you be able to find the lot or order number so we can see whether any drawings exist in the Glasgow archive. Kind Regards, Matt Sexton Any help on this one would be greatly appreciated – please advise.
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NBL PROJECT PAGE

[image: image8.jpg]



A rare and interesting piece of NBL history was sold at the Sheffield Railwayana Auctions on Saturday 11th September in the form of a Diamond Works Plate from NBL 0-4-0 Diesel Hydraulic Shunter No. D2747. This locomotive was the 28,000th engine to have been built by NBL and its’ constituent’s and was part of the very last order placed on NBL by the British Transport Commission. There were 36 diesel shunters in this order (L102) and they carried BR running numbers D2745 to D2780.
I was very fortunate in seeing No. D2747 in service on a visit to St. Margarets Shed in Edinburgh in August 1962 but, as a fifteen year old schoolboy at the time, I was somewhat overawed by the 94 steam locos on shed that day and failed to recognise the locos significance ! No mistake this time round though .....
DUBS SHIPPING ARRANGEMENTS
Following the visit of Gearbulk’s Durban area manager to Masons Mill last month, I was hoping to be able to announce the shipping dates for our Dubs Tank’s return to the UK. Everything is going according to plan, there are no major problems and it looks like the loco will be loaded at Richards Bay in October. However Gearbulk are concerned about the crane damaging a steam pipe running along under the footplate so we are going to have this removed prior to departure. The photos below show the pipe - better to be safe than sorry.
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LAST RUN OF THE OUTENIQUA CHOO-TJOE
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The following Media Statement was issued on 16th September by Mr. Alan Winde, the South African Western Cape Minister of Finance, Economic Development and Tourism : Tomorrow (Friday, 17th of September), the Outeniqua Choo-Tjoe's licence to transport passengers expires and the train will take its last voyage as a Transnet asset. However, Western Cape Minister of Finance, Economic Development and Tourism Alan Winde is confident that the Choo-Tjoe will take to the tracks again soon.

After a long period of silence, Transnet revealed last month that because they had not found an appropriate bidder to take over the train's operations, they had no option other than to terminate the Choo-Tjoe service. This is in line with their policy of shifting away from non-core business.  Because the service is being terminated, the train will not be sent in for the maintenance service it needs for its passenger safety licence to be reinstated. Instead, it will stand idle. Because the Choo-Tjoe is a major tourist and heritage icon of the Garden Route, Minister Winde is determined to get the train chugging again as soon as possible.

"An asset this valuable should not be left to rot. The provincial government has applied to Transnet to take over the train and the line from Knysna to George. Because of its special place in the hearts of locals and
steam enthusiasts around the globe, we are confident that Transnet is considering our request seriously. We hope to have a response to our application soon", said Winde. Because it is a national asset, the transfer would have to go through strict Public Finance Management Act regulations.  If all requirements are met and the train is transferred, Minister Winde will immediately seek a private operator to run the train in line with its intended purpose, promoting tourism and preserving our rail heritage. End of statement.
In it’s heyday the Choo-Tjoe ran between George and Knysna and was hauled exclusively by North British Class 24 2-8-4’s. In later years, 19D 4-8-2’s several of NBL origin, took over the working but in August 2006 heavy rains caused a serious landslip and the line was closed. Later that year the Choo-Tjoo service was re-introduced running instead between George and Mossel Bay.
The photo above shows the branch train in February 1994 crossing the Kaaimans River Bridge at Wilderness hauled by NBL Class 24 No. 3627. At that time this bridge was widely regarded as the most photographed railway structure in the World.  
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 

If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to  :         [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]

New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net     :  Telephone Number : 01189 864 706
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if you would like to help.
Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.      e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                                    HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                                     MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TELEPHONE NUMBER :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
E:MAIL ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  (OPTIONAL)       :    £10

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO DUBS TANK No. 133 SHIPPING FUND          :    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO CLASS 11 No. 929 RESTORATION FUND      
:    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NGR CLASS 1B No. 1443 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          
:    £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


            :    £

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED.  PLEASE FORWARD TO : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP,
4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.  
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP. THANK YOU
