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A QUIET ANNIVERSARY
 

Although not widely reported, 2010 has seen the 125th Anniversary of one NBL’s oldest remaining UK steam locomotives. In 1885, Neilson & Co. built a batch of 4-4-2 Tank Locomotives for the London & South Western Railway and these eventually became Southern Railway Class 0415. Although most were out of service by 1927, three of the series survived into BR days working on the tightly curved Lyme Regis branch in Devon. When they were finally withdrawn in 1960, No. 30583 (Neilson Works No. 3209) was selected for preservation by the Bluebell Railway as, out of the three remaining engines, it was  in closest to as - built LSWR condition and was still fitted with an original Adams boiler. 
Following several spells in traffic on the Bluebell Railway it was last overhauled in 1985 and last worked in 1990.  This fine Victorian locomotive is currently on static display inside Sheffield Park Locomotive sheds, restored to LSWR livery as No. 488. It is awaiting major boiler repairs that will hopefully see it back in steam in the not too distant future. Whilst in service on the Bluebell Railway, the loco is seen above shunting goods wagons at Horsted Keynes station on Easter Sunday, 3rd April 1983. For further information go to www.bluebell-railway.co.uk                            xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx                    (Photo KL)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
          (2)   
          ____________________________________________________________________________
xxxxx[image: image2.jpg]


  
SCOT ON THE LONG DRAG
A North British ‘Royal Scot’ 4-6-0 returned to the Class’ old stamping ground last weekend when loco No. 46115 ‘Scots Guardsman’ took the ‘Hadrian’ railtour over the Settle to Carlisle route and then on less familiar ground to Darlington and York. Seen here making a spirited departure from Hellifield where it took over the train, the crew were obviously intent on putting up a good show on the 15 miles climb from Settle Junction to Blea Moor.
DUBS NEWS
Good news this month is that Gearbulk have now given us provisional shipping dates of 10th–15th November for our Dubs Tank. This is subject to a suitable vessel being used on their November sailing but all being well, the loco should arrive at Woking around the middle of December. We had been hoping for an October sailing but it seems that this month’s vessel was not of a suitable type to take the loco.

In the meantime, Mike Smith’s team at the Mizens Railway will be soon be removing the wooden replica Sharp Stewart 2-2-2 from it’s plinth at the site entrance and re-gauging the track to take the Dubs. We will announce the shipping and arrival dates as soon as they are confirmed and in the meantime I would like to thank everyone who has contributed and supported this very worthwhile project.        
Another Dubs loco in the news recently is the former Shelton Iron & Steel Works 0-4-0 crane tank No. 4101. Built in 1901 at the Dubs works in Polmadie (later known as NBL’s Queens Park Works), the loco remained in industrial service at Shelton’s until 1973 when it went to the East Somerset Railway for preservation. 

After moving to the Foxfield Railway, No. 4101 received an extensive overhaul and was recently steamed for the first time since 1985. We hope to feature some photos of this diminutive and interesting locomotive in a future edition. In the meantime, please visit : www.foxfieldrailway.co.uk  for further details.
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NEILSON’s DOWN UNDER                                                 
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After we featured a Dubs 4-6-0 in Pinjarra, Australia last month, Malcolm Peakman kindly sent these recent photos of two veteran Neilson A10 Class 0-4-2’s at Ipswich Railway Museum in Queensland. No.6 featured above was restored as an operational locomotive for the Queensland Government Railways centenary celebrations in 1965. It was plinthed within the former Redbank Railway Museum from 1970 to 1992, and has since been transferred to the Ipswich Railway Workshops Museum as a prime exhibit. Built by Neilson & Co. in Glasgow in 1865, No. 6 appeared in steam at the Grandchester Festival in July 2000, celebrating 135 years of Queensland Railways.
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Another Queensland Government Railways A10 Class locomotive, Neilson No. 1214 of 1866, is currently under repair at the same location. This engine, QR No.3 was withdrawn in 1914 but retained and displayed at Ipswich Workshops.  In 1936 it steamed for a railway pageant, and was then plinthed in Brisbane until 1959 when it returned to Ipswich Workshops. No. 3 then spent a period of time plinthed in Queen's Park, Limestone Hill, Ipswich until removed from the plinth for storage in approximately the mid-80's. Restoration to working order commenced in 2009 and the frames of the loco are seen above being worked on at Ipswich in September 2010. A new tender tank has already been fabricated and is in store at the Works.







(Photos : 1 – 3 Malcolm Peakman, 4 Ed Slee)
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3007 ON THE MOVE
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North British / SAR 15F No. 3007 is now safely under wraps at the new Riverside Museum in Glasgow. The locomotive was moved into the new building on September 21st-24th. Engine first, then tender on the 24th.  It took four days because the track panels needed to be placed and it was pouring with rain on the Wednesday, meaning no move of the tender could be attempted.  Both sections had a very complex protection, because the final surface coat on the locomotive is a micro-crystalline wax that cannot be exposed to water or heavy dust.  So it was wrapped, then a complex aluminium frame was constructed on the low loader, then another cover placed over that.  In fact this protection is still on it in the new museum, until at least next year, to prevent any damage to the surface finish.









(Notes & Photo from John Messner)
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Don’t forget, copies of Professor Dugald Cameron’s excellent book ‘From the Karoo to the Kelvin’ telling the story of 3007 and the NBL 15F’s are still available price £18 (standard copy) or £25 signed by the author and carrying the individual number of a North British 15F. Please purchase a copy as part of the proceeds will be going to the Riveside Museum Appeal. Available from : Kelvingrove Art Galleries & Museum, Argyle Street, Glasgow, G3 8AG.   Telephone Number : 0141 276 9599   
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SOUTH AFRICAN 150TH 
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NBL /SAR 3BR Class 4-8-2 No. 1486 at Durban with the 150th Anniversary Special (Aiden McCarthy)

The recent 150th Anniversary of Railways in South Africa was celebrated by the running of several steam specials. In KwaZulu Natal, on Friday 24th September, a special train was towed by class 34 diesels from Inchanga (Umgeni Steam Railway’s base) to Cato Ridge junction, where the locos ran around and proceeded down the main line with 1912 North British-built class 3BR no 1486 and an 8-coach train. At Durban, the 100 years’ plaque was unveiled and, following the steam trip to the harbour, the 150th Point railway plaque was unveiled. So North British motive power got a look-in with the celebrations nationally. The option for the whole trip from Inchanga started at 6 am and train-riders were back there by 6 pm. Near Cato Ridge on the return, the one class 34 had a brake failure so no 1486 had to make its own way back to the depot, a rather fitting end. It is understand that the R90,000 YQ/towing fee from Transnet Freight Rail (TFR)/ Metrorail was sponsored by the Transnet Foundation account. As a token of goodwill, all of the steam operators were  offered free line access that particular weekend. Other steam specials were run over the Anniversary weekend to Port Elizabeth, Cullinan and Magaliesburg, the latter train featuring NBL /SAR 12AR 4-8-2 No. 1535. Many thanks to John Batwell for the sending the above notes and photograph.
Following on from last month’s report on the scrapping of numerous historic steam locomotives at Chamdor, a rescue plan is being put into place for the remaining SANRASM locomotives at Randfontein. The situation there is becoming critical with an epidemic of scrap metal theft taking place. We will all be aware of the regular pilfering of parts that went on from the steam locos stored at Barry Docks in South Wales but this much more serious. The scrap thieves in South Africa are in a different league, regularly turning up on site with big trucks, cranes, oxy-acetylene torches and armed vigilantes with AK47’s – you name it, they have got it !

Their prime targets are locomotive bearings and axleboxes and they are quite prepared to cut through the engines’ mainframes to get at them. At least six steam locos at SANRASM’s Randfontein site have already been attacked in this way leaving them beyond repair. Steam In Action are funding armed guards on the site and are preparing to move selected locomotives and equipment to safety. Please support this rescue effort if you can and go to their website : www.steam-in-action.com  for further details. 
More News & Views Next Month, Best Regards, Ken
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 

If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to  :         [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]

New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net     :  Telephone Number : 01189 864 706
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if you would like to help.
Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.      e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                                    HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                                     MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TELEPHONE NUMBER :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
E:MAIL ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  (OPTIONAL)       :    £10

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO DUBS TANK No. 133 SHIPPING FUND          :    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO CLASS 11 No. 929 RESTORATION FUND      
:    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NGR CLASS 1B No. 1443 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          
:    £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


            :    £

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED.  PLEASE FORWARD TO : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP,
4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.  
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP. THANK YOU
