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TCDD 8F’s IN TRANSIT
A project started four years ago to repatriate some additional LMS design 8F 2-8-0’s from Turkey is now drawing to a successful conclusion. Two locomotives, TCDD numbers 45166 & 45170 which are both in essentially complete condition, have been purchased from Sivas Depot and transferred by rail to Alsancak Port for onward shipment to the UK. Their unmistakeable LMS outline has not been lost over the years !
In keeping with all 20 Turkish 8F’s, both these locos were built by NBL in Glasgow in the 1940 / 41 period and carry NBL works numbers 24641 & 24755 respectively. Because of their wartime history, the 8F’s used in Turkey were known as the ‘Churchill Class’ and the pair will join sister engine TCDD No. 45160 which has recently been restored to working order at Toddington on the Glos Warcs Railway.
We are very grateful to one of the members of the small but intrepid team that secured the engines, for the above photograph, which was taken at Ulukisla during the move, and for the following article telling the story of their incredible 800 miles rail journey to the port. Congratulations and a vote of thanks are due ! 
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Turkish Stanier 8Fs Nos 45166/45170 purchased and successfully transported to Alsancak Port Izmir. 
 

The above two locomotives were purchased by our group on 11th October 2010. Both locomotives are essentially complete. The locomotives as has been reported were located at Sivas Depot mid Anatolia. We visited Ankara and Sivas during the period 14th June 2010 to 19th June 2010 where we concluded the terms of purchase and we started the preparation of the two 8fs.

 

We returned to Turkey on 22nd August to conclude the shipping arrangements in Izmir and to carry out preparation of the 8fs for the 830 mile journey from Sivas to Izmir. We removed, cleaned and where necessary repaired the axlebox keeps and replaced all the oiler pads on both locomotives. We also carried out repairs to both locomotives which meant the 8fs were deemed fit to travel.  Coupling and connecting rods were removed from both 8fs. We turned 45170 on the Sivas depot turntable in readiness for the journey. We returned home on 2 September 2010.

 

Following the purchase of the locomotives our group consisting of Mike Hoskin, Andrew Goodman, Chris Brooks and Kevin Hoskin travelled to Turkey on the 11th and 14th October to make final preparations and to accompany the 8fs to Izmir. We were accompanied by Fahri Polat of TCDD Sivas depot whose help and assistance throughout the journey was invaluable. The 8fs were included in a series of regular freight trains between the major locations mentioned below on the route. We travelled on the two locomotives for the entire journey apart from 10 kms when the train left Konya 40 minutes early and left Andrew, Fahri and Chris behind. We were lucky enough to catch the train up 10kms outside of Konya in a loop.

 

The journey to Izmir started at 4.45pm on 19th October. Our earlier start of 5.30am that day had to be cancelled due to leaks in the airpipes of 45170 which had not appeared on testing. The route of the journey was Kayseri, Ulukisla, Konya, Afyon, Usak and Izmir. The journey took 8 days and involved 3 overnight journeys which were a challenge. On the first leg on the 19th October at  2am the Diesel pulling the train failed on a climb circa 15 kms from Kayseri which resulted in the traction motors catching fire. Eventually a diesel from Kayseri depot arrived to recover the train and the stricken diesel and take it to Kayseri. We arrived in Kayseri at 8.30am where work was required on 45170 before we could proceed.

 

The next leg of the journey involved the steep climbs to Ulukisla.. The 8Fs were both turned at Ulukisla shed for the journey to Konya. In a strange coincidence while we were waiting for our train for Konya to depart a working kriegslok 2-10-0 arrived on a filming contract. Konya was reached in the early hours of Saturday 23 October. After some rest we spent the afternoon preparing the 8fs on Konya shed (a half roundhouse) for the next leg of the journey to Usak. 

Usak was reached on 25th October. The three road shed is home to 5 working steam locomotives in addition to many dumped locomotives. We arrived at Alsancak port Izmir at 4.20am on Wednesday 27th October 2010. The 8fs are to be securely located within Izmir port in readiness for the loading and the sea journey to the UK.

 

We had hoped to load the 8fs onto the mafi trailers however this was not possible before we left for the UK on 29th October. We are proposing to return to Izmir on the 21 November to load the 8fs and hope that they will arrive in the UK in mid December. Our group proposes to retain 45166. Details of the future of 45170 shall be released in due course.

 

The return of the 45166 and 45170 to the UK will see the successful conclusion of a project that started some 4 years ago. We would like to record our gratitude for the huge assistance that we have received from our friend ilhan Yildizel a former TCDD employee throughout this project. We also thank Brian Simpson MEP and Martin Salter former MP for Reading West who have also assisted us over the past years. 

 

CHRIS BROOKS
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LONG AGO & FAR AWAY              
Wilson Lythgoe has been keeping many of us enthralled recently with a series of e:mailed images entitled ‘Once Upon a Time, Long Ago, in a Place Faraway .........’ By good fortune, several of his photographs have featured North British steam locomotives in action around the world and he has kindly given us permission to use some of them in our Newsletters. 
As a starter, I couldn’t resist these evocative studies of NZR J Class 4-8-2 No. 1212 running out of Greymouth Station on 30th August 1968 with train G44. This was a school holiday relief express to Christchurch and No. 1212 was booked to haul it on the first 50 miles of the trip from Greymouth up to Otira. Wilson recalls that the train was allowed more than 2 hours for the journey – giving him plenty of time to pace it and get photos at several of the station stops along the way. We are fortunate that he did !
No. 1212 was one of 40 of the NZR J Class completed at NBL’s Hyde Park Works in 1939 and carried works number 24535. 30 of the Class were initially allocated to the North Island and 10 to the South but numerous transfers took place over the years. No. 1212 finally transferred to Greymouth depot around 1963 / 64. It received it’s last A Grade overhaul at Hillside workshops in 1967 and was written off in 1969. Two of the NBL J’s survive including Ian Welch’s immaculate No. 1211 ‘Gloria’ in working order at Wellington.
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INDUSTRIAL CRANE TANKS
As promised last month, we are very pleased to be able to feature some Crane Tank Locomotives in our Newsletter. Once a common sight in industrial sidings and shipyards, crane tank locomotives have now all but disappeared. Four of the type remained in service long enough to work on the Eastern Region of BR but sadly they were all gone by 1952.

However, one Glasgow built industrial example has recently returned to steam at the Foxfield Railway and at least four more survive in various corners of the globe. Crane Tanks were a speciality of Dubs & Co and appropriately four of their products can still be seen, two in Australia, Nos. 2711 featured above at North Williamstown Museum, and No. 2550 at Thirlmere. No 4101 in the photo below, is the loco back in steam at Foxfield in the UK and No.2758 is preserved in Argentina. Fellow NBL stable mate Neilson & Co. has just one crane tank survivor, No. 4004 which resided in Lytham Creek Railway Museum for many years and is now stored at a private location.
              [image: image6.jpg]


           [image: image7.jpg]











              (Photos from Malcolm Peakman)






           (5)
             [image: image8.jpg]



PARSONS GAS TURBINE

  

      (Photo Courtesy Glasgow Museum of Transport)
Alan Coombe has contacted us regarding his plans to build a 10mm scale model of the NBL / Parsons Gas Turbine Locomotive which was started in the early 1950’s but later cancelled before completion. The project came about as a result of a combined investigation into fuel economy between NBL and C.A. Parsons & Co of Newcastle upon Tyne resulting in Order No. L36 being placed by the then Ministry of Power for a coal fired prototype in 1952.
Allocated NBL Works Number 27401, parts of this stunning new locomotive were built at Hyde Park and Atlas Works but, although much of the body work and bogies were completed, the Parsons Turbine was never fitted due to a series of problems that arose during testing. It was claimed at the time that the new gas turbine would only require half the coal of a conventional steam locomotive and that the project was expected to revolutionise the whole concept of rail transport.
Alan has kindly sent us a transcript of the Newcomen Society lecture relating to this locomotive and copies are available on request. His aim is to have a full set of models in 10mm scale (G1) of the five actual / planned Gas Turbine motive power units on British Railways (ie - 18000, 18100, GT3, APT-E and the NBL unit) and he tells us that GT3 and APT-E are already well under way. He is looking for photos of the construction of the loco in its final planned form to help build the model and if you are have any relevant information you are asked to contact him direct at :  Alan Coombe <a2cmodel@btinternet.com>
Never mind a Patriot or a Saint – it would have been great to have seen this fabulous coal fired locomotive running on BR in the 1950’s and what wonderful subject it would make for a 21st Century New – Build Project !
STOP PRESS

                       


      
Our NGR Dubs Tank loco was due to have been shipped from South Africa on 19th November but this has been delayed till next month as the ship now booked to make the voyage, the Sunrise, is unsuitable for the load. I can only apologise to our Members for the delay, I’m as disappointed as anyone but please be assured that the loco will return to the UK as soon as possible ! More News Next Month, Best Regards, Ken
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 

If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to  :         [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]

New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net     :  Telephone Number : 01189 864 706
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if you would like to help.
Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.      e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                                    HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                                     MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TELEPHONE NUMBER :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
E:MAIL ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  (OPTIONAL)       :    £10

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO DUBS TANK No. 133 SHIPPING FUND          :    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO CLASS 11 No. 929 RESTORATION FUND      
:    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NGR CLASS 1B No. 1443 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          
:    £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


            :    £

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED.  PLEASE FORWARD TO : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP,
4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.  
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP. THANK YOU
