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TCDD 8F’s HOME
After an epic journey by land and sea, two North British / LMS 8F 2-8-0’s have returned to the UK from Turkey after an absence of almost 60 years. TCDD No. 45170 (NBL 24755) is seen here in bright sunshine at Bristol’s Portbury Dock awaiting transport to her new home on January 11th 2011.   
Chris Brooks, a member of the small but dedicated team who repatriated these two fine locomotives, has kindly provided us with an update which details some of the problems faced on the latter part of the journey. 

The arrival of these latest Glasgow veterans brings the total number of NBL / Constituent - built locomotives preserved in the UK to no less than 82 and at least two further NB repatriations are already planned for this year. 
                 (Photo John Alsop)
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TCDD 8F UPDATE – FROM CHRIS BROOKS
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Mike, Andrew, Kevin and myself travelled to Izmir Turkey on the 5th December to load the two 8F’s. We were met with the usual Turkish bureaucracy that makes you wonder how we got the locos released or from Sivas to Izmir. Initially we were not allowed into the Port. The Eights were tantalisingly just on the other side of the perimeter fence.

 

We had a major battle to gain permission to enter the port notwithstanding we had already been in the port to spec the loading job back in August and we had asked up front and sent certified copies of our passports. Whilst we fought that battle we struggled to get our container released with the ramp which had arrived in Izmir on the 14th October. We also had problems getting the winch we had sent out from the UK that had arrived on the 3rd December. In short we were faced with real problems which took a lot of sorting out. To add a little more pressure we were booked to return to the UK on the evening of the 8th December as open tickets were prohibitively expensive and this was a visit to Turkey we had not budgeted for.

 

We managed to get the Eights moved to the loading area the night of the 6th Dec and we were afforded entry circa 9am on the 7th Dec. The container and winch were released to us circa 3pm on the 7th Dec. We had effectively just over 24 hours to load the two locos onto the 4 Mafi trailers. We then discovered the diesel had been stolen from the winch as had half the hydraulic oil.  We managed to buy some in Izmir but we could have done without that.

 

We built the ramp and fitted the track to the first Mafi and got 45166 half loaded when the winch started to fail. Eventually it stopped. Luckily we managed to get an engineer from the port who came and sorted the winch out. We got 45166 loaded by 1am 8th Dec then got a few hours sleep and continued the loading. We got the two tenders and 45170 loaded by 3.30pm. We had been obliged to do the lashing of the Eights to the mafis. We finished the lashing by 6pm just un time for the mafis to be loaded onto the Grande Scandinavia which left port at 6am 9th December. By this time we were in Istanbul.

 

The ship arrived at Portbury Docks at 9.30pm on Boxing Day and the Eights were unloaded the next morning. We had hoped to move 45170 on the 5th Jan but the delay in the bill of lading coming through from Izmir meant it was not able to happen. The plan regarding the movement of the Eights is as follows:-

 

45170 is now definitely going to The National Railway Museum at Shildon. Andrew is hoping to move the loco and tender starting on Thursday 13th Jan and arriving and unloading Friday 14th Jan. 45166 will then be moved to Barry either Monday or Tuesday 17th/18th Jan. We are very grateful to John Buxton to giving 45166 a safe and secure temporary home.

 

We are discussing with John Buxton the possibility of taking our first Turkish 8F No. 45160 to Barry for a weekend to meet 45166 and spend the weekend operating trains. This would of course require the consent of the Gloucestershire and Warwickshire Railway who have first call on the loco.
 

Many thanks to Chris for these notes, 45166 & 45170 are seen at Portbury on 11th Jan. (John Alsop)
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LONG AGO & FAR AWAY (continued)                                                 (All Photos by Wilson Lythgoe)
This month, Wilson takes us back to an intrepid trip he made to the North West Frontier Region between Pakistan and India in February 1985. At the instigation of the British military the North Western Railway of India built a number of narrow gauge lines in the early 1900's to facilitate the movement of troops into the North West Frontier Province.....an area which is still causing problems for the present day government of Pakistan.  At the time of Wilson’s visit three of these lines were still operating:  Kohat to Thal, Mari Indus to Bannu with its branch to Tank and the Bostan to Zhob line.  
NB steam was well represented at Mari Indus. The once a week train to Tank (above) was hauled by GS No. 66, a North British 2-8-2 dating from 1921 (works no. 22770) and the loco depot at Mari Indus featured G Class 2-8-2 No. 70 (North British 18905 of 1909) resting on blocks under repair. The final photograph, included to illustrate the noticeable difference between the 2’6” and 5’6” gauge tracks, shows G Class No. 54 (a Nasmyth Wilson product of 1913) shunting the narrow gauge yard.
  

Wilson says he was lucky to have seen these lines when he did as after this they seemed to die a slow death. By late 1986, services had been reduced: the Kohat - Thal train was running just once a week, the Mari  Indus -Bannu ran only three times a week while the train to Tank was still weekly. All trains were then running with a heavily sandbagged flat wagon ahead of the locomotive as "mine sweepers" as apparently a ZB had been mined whilst on a run to Thal. By 1992 it was reported that the remaining lines had closed. 
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DUBS SO CLOSE
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Following a couple of false starts at the end of 2010, Gearbulk Shipping kindly contacted us after the Christmas break to say that  space would be available for the Dubs Tank on their 17th January sailing to the UK from Richards Bay. For shipping enthusiasts, the vessel to be used was the Finch Arrow – a photo of which can be found on the website : www.shipphotos.co.uk/pages/fincharrow.htm
Working flat out at short notice, Andy Anderson and Dylan Knott went into overdrive on our behalf to acquire the necessary rail, obtain the export paperwork and permits and arrange loading and haulage etc. Everything was put in place to collect the loco from Masons Mill and make the two day journey to the port in time for loading. Andy Anderson sent the above photos of preparations at Masons Mill on 11th January.
Events conspired against however us as the ship was delayed in Maputo and the provisional loading date had to be put back, initially until 20th January and then till the 22nd. We successfully juggled with the collection and haulage dates to meet the changes but, at the last minute, the ship due to berth at Richards Bay ahead of the Finch Arrow developed a fault and the final loading date was brought forward to Tuesday 18th January.  

Unfortunately, with two days travel time and the rig unable to use the roads at weekends, this meant that the loco would have needed to leave Masons Mill early in the morning on Friday 14th January - the day the change was confirmed. I have to say that everyone we dealt with at Gearbulk were very helpful and sympathetic to our cause but the delays and changes were beyond their control. Please be assured that we will try again as soon as possible with the next suitable ship.
BURMA MINES MODEL                  
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Peter Angus has kindly sent us two photos of a coal fired Burma Mines 0-6-0 locomotive and tender that he has recently completed in 16mm scale. The detail is quite superb and the Atlas works plate number 18674 can be quite easily read on the original photos. NBL built three of these useful little engines for the Burma Mines on Order Number L319 in 1908. Their NBL Works Numbers were 18672 to 18674 and Peter’s model carries running number 9. Excellent work and a great paint job – and the loco also looks superb in brass !
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NB NEWS IN BRIEF
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Scottish Railway Preservation Society stalwart No. 65243 ‘Maude’ has moved to the National Railway Museum at York on a 3 year loan agreement. Built by Neilson & Co in 1891, this sturdy little loco was sent to the Western Front during World War 1 and survived long enough in BR service to be saved for preservation by the SRPS in 1966. A long time Haymarket (64B) locomotive, it is seen here appropriately in front of the former Haymarket station roof at Bo’ness prior to a run to Kinneil on 24th August 1999.
Restoration work is due to commence on two more North British steam locomotives to enable them to return to main line action. GWR 0-6-0 Pannier Tank No. 7752 at Tyseley will be completed first as it is required for use at a special open weekend in June to commemorate the 40th Anniversary of the end of steam on London Transport in 1971. No. 7752 was built as NBL works number 24040 in 1930 and, after a long career with the GWR and BR, it ended its’ days at Neasden LT depot as No. L94. It was one of the last three steam locos to work on the Underground and pulled the farewell train from Barbican to Neasden on 6th June 1971.
Restoration of the second locomotive, LMS ‘Jubilee Class’ 4-6-0 No. 45596 ‘Bahamas’ will be a much greater task and is subject to the Bahamas Locomotive Society raising around £300,000 to complete the work. ‘Bahamas’, NBL 24154, was one of 50 Jubilees built in Glasgow for the LMS Railway in 1935 and was fitted with a double chimney by BR in 1961. Please visit the BLS website : www.bahamas45596.co.uk
for further details and information on how you can help the loco return to steam. 
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More News Next Month, Best Regards, Ken
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 

If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to  :         [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]

New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net     :  Telephone Number : 01189 864 706
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if you would like to help.
Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.      e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                                    HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                                         MEMBERSHIP / DONATION FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TELEPHONE NUMBER :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
E:MAIL ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  (OPTIONAL)       :    £10

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO DUBS TANK No. 133 SHIPPING FUND          :    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO CLASS 11 No. 929 RESTORATION FUND      
:    £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION TO NGR CLASS 1B No. 1443 LOCO FUND          
:    £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


            :    £

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED.  PLEASE FORWARD TO : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP,
4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.  
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP. THANK YOU
