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MAYFLOWER TOUR                                                                                            (photo :KL Collection)
North British LNER B1 No 61306 ‘Mayflower’ (NB 26207) returned to the Main Line on 5th April making a fine run from London to Bath and back. Seen above passing my local station at Earley, the Apple Green liveried 4-6-0 is scheduled to make a number of forthcoming trips this summer and these can be found on the Steam Dreams website at https://www.steamdreams.co.uk
Situated on Southern route from Reading to Redhill and London, Earley Station makes an appropriate backdrop for steam as it still retains considerable charm and character with a staffed Booking Office and a waiting shelter although the upstairs offices are now leased to private occupants.    
Our colour slide show at Hoddesdon on 21st March was well received and further shows have now been booked for 10th May at Enfield, 24th June at Brockenhurst, 11th October at Pewsey and 17th November at Bourne End. Additional shows are being added to the list and the dates will be announced as soon as they are confirmed. Our own Members & Friends are welcome to attend these shows but I would appreciate prior notice so that the relevant Club Secretaries can be informed. 
STEAM’s LAST DAY  
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    (From Richard Niven)                                                                         
3rd April 2022 marked 30 years since the end of regular main line steam operations in South Africa. We are very grateful to receive this poignant story from Richard Niven – who was the firemen on the very last train.
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Thirty years ago today marks a rather sad day in my life as it was the final day of mainline steam operations in South Africa. My great mate John Gilberthorpe and I were booked to work the final southbound Durban to Cape Town Orange Express with double chimney 25NC No 3454. As we signed on duty at 09h30 we somehow still did not believe this was the end. These great steam locos were our life, our pride and our dream. We just never believed it would ever end. Sadly, like most good things in life it did come to an end. 

As we walked down towards the shed there stood 3454 standing proud before us. Just like many of our steam fleet every bit of brass and copper was polished to the limit. How could this possibly be her last day of mainline service? After preparing the engine we headed up to Kimberley station where we awaited the arrival of our express from Bloemfontein. It finally arrived about 8 minutes late and we quickly shunted the van around and coupled to the head of the 19 coach train. Right on time at 12 noon we eased this giant load out of Kimberley station and were soon flying along at well over 70mph.
3454 was normally a grand steamer but as it was the end of steam, I think maintenance was falling and she was struggling slightly to maintain steam. Despite this we kept her flying along and after a grand journey we arrived into De Aar 14 minutes early. This was sadly our last passenger working on this high-speed section of railway. From this day on all passenger and goods trains were diesel worked. Apart from a few special steam workings now and again it was the end for steam on the mainlines of South Africa. A very sad day indeed. 
Richard’s excellent photo shows No 3454 (NB 27314) taking water at Orange River on the last day with Richard and John in the cab - no doubt remembering the amazing years they spent working trains on the World’s last steam worked double track mainline. Great times indeed. 
Many thanks again Richard – for this wonderful story.
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VALLEY GALA
                                                                                               (photos Rodney Towers)
As mentioned last month, the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway held a Steam Gala with six engines in steam during the 2nd Weekend of March. NBLPG Member Rodney Towers was on hand to witness events on Saturday 12th March and kindly sent us a selection of his superb photos. 
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In the top picture, LMS ‘Jubilee’ 4-6-0 No.45596 'Bahamas' (NB 24154) & 4-6-0 No.46100 'Royal Scot' power the 13.35 from Keighley on a very scenic section of the Worth Valley. The original ‘Royal Scot’ was of course a North British locomotive but an identity change for a trip to the USA in 1933 means that the current No 46100 is actually a Derby product. 
Rodney’s second photo shows Taff Vale 0-6-2T No.85 (Neilson Reid 5408) & maroon liveried LMS 2-6-2T No.41241 departing Keighley with the first train of the day on 12th March.

Later the same day, No.45596 'Bahamas' catches the sunshine as it leaves Oakworth Station with the 11.56 for Oxenhope. Oakworth is of course famous for being featured in the original ‘Railway Children’ film.

We are very grateful to Rodney for these stunning photos.
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APRIL DOWN UNDER



    (photos from Wilson Lythgoe & Ashcat Marsden)
This month’s photographic offering from the Southern Hemisphere features two interesting images that were taken on the same day – but 57 years apart ! First of all, we see Trevor Cheer’s photo of NZ Ja1284 (NB 27114) making black smoke crossing Porters Avenue as it leaves Mt Eden on Thursday 2 April 1965.
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Meanwhile on the same day 2nd April 2022, the Q train crew of Tony Marsden [driver - Left] and Ronan Nivas [fireman] pose with No 3620 (NB 26332) and their South African skof tins at Queenscliff. Tony tells us that the South African whistle has been re-fitted and has a lovely mellow sound - not a screech like some!
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




                 (Photo courtesy Venugopal Ramanathan)
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South Eastern Railway of India CC Class No 666 waits to leave Bangriposi with the Bangriposi - Rupsa Junction passenger via Baripada (Orissa). It is believed that this locomotive is NBL 4-6-2 No 17111 which was originally built for the Bengal – Napur Railway in 1906. If so, it is now preserved in the UK and will hopefully join a number of other narrow-gauge engines in the new VoR Museum at Aberystwyth. However, the Steam Locomotive Info website describes it as a 4-6-2T and the VoR listing has it down as a 4-6-0T. We can’t check as the loco is currently in store so some confirmation would be appreciated. 
Work continues on the overhaul of ex SAR 3BR 4-8-2 No 1486 (NB 19690) at the Umgeni Steam Railway near Durban. The restoration team have nearly completed the new reverser rods, her smokebox is getting new main steam pipe stuffing boxes made because the old ones are no longer serviceable, along with her ejector steam pipe elbow fitting where it enters the smokebox. A new plate has been made up the replace the old patch along with the bronze elbow that has been machined to fit it nice and snug. Funds are needed to complete the overhaul and full details can be found at https://www.facebook.com/groups/USR3BR
And finally, the annual 9-day ‘Great Britain’ steam tour kicks off on 22nd April. Various parts of England, Scotland and Wales are covered this year with Inverness being the most northerly point and Penzance being the most southerly. Five different steam locos will be used on the tour with North British being represented by 45596 ‘Bahamas’ and 46115’Scots Guardsman. At £3,495 Premier Class this is not a tour for the faint hearted but photos would be welcome ! Full details are on https://www.railwaytouring.net
If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 
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