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CERES STOCK MOVE                                                                                          (photo : Peter Rogers)
On 27th April North British 19D No 3322 (NB 26042) made a wonderful sight leaving Cape Town with the classic backdrop of Table Mountain in full view. The trip was originally intended to be a light engine move to collect an extra coach but it was then advertised and eventually ran as an eight coach special train.
No 3322 left Cape Town at eight am and returned a little later than expected at eight pm having run a total distance of 310km and giving the participants a superb journey behind steam. Peter Rogers was on hand to record the days’ events and the organisers were reportedly very happy with the engine’s preformance.
Elsewhere in South Africa however, KwaZulu-Natal province is still reeling from the country's worst floods in 60 years, which killed about 435 people last month. A National State of Disaster was declared to respond to the devastating floods and the huge downpour caused Transnet to suspend operations. Much of the worst flooding occurred between Durban and Cato Ridge where bridges and embankments have been swept away and it is estimated that damage to the State rail system could take up to eight weeks to repair.
Our friends at the Umgeni Steam Railway have also been badly affected and we have devoted the greater part of this Newsletter to their appeal for funding to repair track and bridges. The USR of course played host to our Dubs Tank and carried out preliminary restoration work on the loco before it returned to the UK in May 2011. They are currently restoring North British 3BR 4-8-2 No 1486 (NB 19690) so please make a donation to their funds if you can.
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UMGENI STEAM RAILWAY – SURVIVING THE FLOOD
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The Umgeni Steam Railway is a non-profit section 10 volunteer-run organisation based in Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. Our purpose is to preserve South African steam heritage for future generations to enjoy. Our steam trains run for 14 miles between Inchanga and Kloof Stations.
We run on the last weekend of every month, with occasional specials. Our operations were suspended during the hard lockdown that was imposed on South Africa due to COVID19. Once regulations were relaxed and we were able to operate, our capacity was restricted to 70%, which impacted on our turnover.

From the 8th - 12th of April 2022, Durban & surrounds experienced around 500mm of rain causing devastation & unfortunately our railway line also suffered. There are many places where landslides have occurred, sinkholes developed & the foundation under the railway line was washed away, leaving the railway line hanging in the air. We have had to cancel fully booked trains which means we are unable to generate funds to repair our railway line.

We estimate it will cost approximately R1,000,000 (US$65,000) to fix & we are unable to fund the repairs alone & we are appealing for any donations, either monetary or of materials & machinery to assist us with the repairs to enable the oldest volunteer-run heritage organistion in South Africa to operate & continue providing fun-filled family memories.

For donations for the use of earthmoving equipment such as a TLB, & fill material please email donations@umgenisteamrailway.com or send us a message via our social media pages.

For monetary donations:

1. EFT

Umgeni Steam Railway

Bank: Nedbank

Branch Code: 130126 (Musgrave)

Account Number: 130 125 9314

Swift: NEDSZAJJ

Reference: Flood

2. Credit Card

www.umgenisteamrailway.com/RSSA/membership.aspx - select donation option

3. Zapper

www.zapper.com/url/fr6xVN_dHl
4. PayPal

http://www.gogetfunding.com/umgeni-steam-railway.../
To view more of our campaign & pictures please visit our website at :

http://umgenisteamrailway.com/
We greatly appreciate all the support, please share this information to further our reach!
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The top two photos show the Umgeni Steam Railway in happier days with 19D 2685 and NBL 3BR 1486 in steam. Those shown below illustrate the extent of the damage that the recent flooding has caused. The USR are an entirely volunteer run railway and have made heroic efforts to keep steam alive in their part of South Africa. The current disaster would make lesser individuals throw in the towel but they are soldiering on and hope to reopen the line as soon as possible. Please contact them if you are able to help in any way. 
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We are very grateful to the following photographers for these images : Graham Gillett, Neal Bodger, Marc Bouchier, Brandyne Arendse, George Victor, Kim Broughton & Andy Anderson
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SCOTS GUARDSMAN HEADS NORTH




As mentioned last month, this year’s edition of the Great Britain railtour ran during April and featured, amongst others, two North British locomotives. We illustrated No 45596 in the Worth Valley last month so here are some wonderful views of No 46115 ‘Scots Guardsman’ (NB 23610) running North of the Border.
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Robin Coombes caught the ‘Scot’ in a fortunate patch of sunshine as it topped Drumochter Summit on the Highland Main Line. At 1,480ft (452m) this is the highest railway summit in the UK. Robin told us that five minutes before the train was due, the rain was so heavy the hut could hardly be seen, he was holding the camera up for only seconds at a time to avoid the driving rain on the lens. Suddenly the sun burst out to produce this dramatic shot ! (Brilliant photo Robin many thanks for letting us use it !)
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During its’ journey North, the ex LMS 4-6-0 was photographed leaving Perth (Ross Inglis) and on arrival at Inverness (Andrew Williams).
The ‘Royal Scots’ were of course designed by North British on behalf of Henry Fowler for the LMS in 1927 and the first 50 of the Class were built in Glasgow. They were a great success in traffic and had a nominal tractive effort that was greater than the much larger LNER A3’s. The new Royal Scots were rostered to work the heaviest Anglo – Scottish expresses with only one intermediate stop for engine changes at either Crewe of Carlisle. No 6115 achieved fame by starring in the GPO documentary film, The Night Mail.  

However, the original locos had parallel boilers and Fowler tenders before they were re-built by William Stanier in the 1940’s. No 46115 was built as LMS 6115 in 1927, rebuilt with a Stanier boiler in 1947 and became the last of the class in service when it was withdrawn from Carlisle Kingmoor in December 1965.
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




                            (Photo courtesy World Railways)
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Pakistan Railways 2-foot 6-inch gauge GS class 2-8-2 (North British 22772/21) is seen between Laki Marwat and Bannu on the Mari Indus system in February 1988. This line had significant strategic importance when India was ruled by the British. The line's proximity to the north-west frontier enabled deployment of troops and equipment in the area beyond the terminus at Bannu. More incredible images like this can be found at : www.world-railways.co.uk
John Hillier tells us that North British Jubilee 4-6-0 No ‘5596’ Bahamas (NB 24154) has a starring role in the forthcoming film, “The Railway Children Return” which is due to be Premiered in July. It features some of the cast of the original “Railway Children’ film and parts of it were filmed, as was the original, on the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway. The film’s poster features the cast surrounding the smokebox of ‘5596’ – it should be noted that the engine was painted black for the film! 
Our colour slide show at Enfield on 10th May was well received and it was great to see some of our own Members present. Forthcoming shows will take place on 24th June at Brockenhurst, 11th October at Pewsey and 17th November at Bourne End. Additional shows are being added to the list and the dates will be announced as soon as they are confirmed. Our own Members & Friends are welcome to attend these shows but I would appreciate prior notice so that the relevant Club Secretaries can be informed. 

If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 
        Newsletter published by the NBL Preservation Group - A Not for Profit Organisation
