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SUMMER OF STEAM                                                                                 (photo from Rodney Towers)
Following last month’s feature on the NBL Southern boilers. Rodney Towers kindly sent us this superb photograph of SR Battle of Britain class 4-6-2 No.34067 'Tangmere' heading around Armathwaite curve, on the Settle & Carlisle line, with the Northern Belle on May 28th 2022. Although it obviously can’t be seen in Rodney’s photo, ‘Tangmere’ carries the North British boiler that was originally fitted to 21C164 (34064) ‘Fighter Command’. This being the last of the 12 NBL boilers built for the WC/BB Class to survive.
‘Tangmere’ is named after the former RAF airfield in Sussex and is therefore part of the Battle of Britain class. It was completed at Southern Railway’s Brighton works in September 1947 and given the number 21C167.  Following the nationalisation of Britain’s railways Tangmere was renumbered 34067 in July 1949. Unlike many of the class it was never rebuilt and retains its’ air smoothed casing and most of its original features. It is therefore often referred to as an ‘unrebuilt’ ‘Battle of Britain’ locomotive. Nowadays No 34067 is part of the West Coast Railways stud and is based at Carnforth, a long way from its former home.
At the time of writing, the UK is going through a mini – heatwave and although temperatures are expected to return to normal very soon, the very real risk of lineside fires has caused the cancellation (or dieselisation) of many steam specials on the main lines and several Heritage Railways have been similarly affected. No doubt the normal UK summer weather pattern will return soon and we will can get back to our passion !
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CERES SPECIALS





                (notes & photos from Peter Rogers)
Ceres Rail were asked to run a 2-day photo charter on the Ceres line for an overseas group in June. This eventually morphed into a 4-day session at Ceres with an extra day to just north of Malmesbury. Locos used were North British 19D No 3322 (NB 26042) and SAR 19B No 1412. Trains were made up from 3 x brown goods wagons and 4 x red & grey passenger coaches. I've still got to do the final tally, but I estimate that we did something like 80-90 runpasts in classic Cape weather ! Many thanks Peter for these wonderful photos !
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FORT WILLIAM VARIETY

                                                                  (photos as credited)
Located in the shadow of Ben Nevis, Britain’s highest mountain, Fort William has always been a magnet for railway enthusiasts. Situated at the junction of the Glasgow and Mallaig lines, it remains of great importance to the local economy. From its’ early days under the North British Railway right through to modernisation and the current preservation era the shed has always had various types of North British locomotives on its’ allocation and just a few are shown below. We will cover operations on the West Highland line – the ‘Road to the Isles’ in a future Newsletter.
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In the 1950’s Fort William shed was coded 63D and in March that year the pride of the line, ex Great Northern K2 2-6-0 No 61764 ‘Loch Arkaig’ (NB 21985) sits outside gleaming in the sunshine. 61964 was one of 20 K2’s built by North British in 1918 and they lasted until the early sixties. (RW Lynn collection courtesy Bob Holmes)
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Into the 1970’s now and modernisation has arrived with two NBL Type 2 diesels around the roofless shed building. This was later demolished and loco operations centred on the nearby Tom na Faire depot. (colour rail) Finally we see LNER design NBL K1 2-6-0 No 62005 (NB 26609) after arrival on a tour from Glasgow in May 2017. This engine also saw extensive use on the Jacobite trains to Mallaig. (KL collection)






         (4)

SPAIN NOW & THEN




                         (photo credits as per captions)




North British built more than 100 steam locomotives for the various railways and industrial concerns in Spain but the three NBL Constituent firms built hundreds more. Here are just two of the older engines in operation. The top photo shows a scene from the present day but the engine below it has sadly long gone !
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On 30th April 2022 locomotive No 1 ‘Zugastieta’ (Sharp Stewart works no 3435 of 1888) built for the railway from Amorebieta to Gernika, is seen loading passengers at the Basque Railway Museum in Northern Spain. (photo courtesy BML - Amigos del Museo Vasco del Ferrocarril de EuskoTren)
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Our ‘then’ photo is a scene on the Santander-Bilbao metre gauge system in 1966, with quaint Dubs 4-4-0T No 111 'Basurto' (Dubs works No 4220 of 1902) on an Astillero-Santander train. A slide taken by the late John Millbank, for many years a regular at the London Continental Railway Circle meetings.
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




                                          (Photos from Kevin Starley)
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NBLPG Member Kevin Starley was delighted to find Taff Vale No 85 at the head of his train when he visited the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway on 25th June. This superb little loco was built by Neilson Reid in 1899 (works number 5408) Kevin’s photo of the worksplate appears at the bottom of the page.
LMS Jubilee No. 45596 ‘Bahamas’ (NB 24154) is to be temporarily renamed this week to mark the 40th Anniversary of the South Atlantic conflict in the Falkland Islands. At a ceremony is due to be held on the 23rd July 2022 at the West Somerset Railway, 45596 Bahamas will be renamed to 45606 ‘Falkland Islands’. The original 45606 was built in 1935 but was withdrawn from Carnforth (10A) in 1964 and was later scrapped.
Another NBL Jubilee in the news is 45593 ‘Kolhapur’ (NB 24151) at Tyseley. Vintage Trains has recently announced that the overhaul of this engine is about to commence and will hopefully be completed by the end of the year. ‘Kolhapur’ has been out of service awaiting overhaul since the 1990’s.
And finally, our colour slide show for the Railway Club of the New Forest will be held on 29th June at Brockenhurst. Future shows are booked for on 11th October at Pewsey and 17th November at Bourne End. Our own Members & Friends are welcome to attend these shows but I would appreciate prior notice so that the relevant Club Secretaries can be informed. 

If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 
        Newsletter published by the NBL Preservation Group - A Not for Profit Organisation
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