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INDIAN SUMMER                                                                                                    (photo KL Collection)
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway 0-4-0STT No 19 (Sharp Stewart 3518) and two replica DHR coaches are amongst a large number of railway items from the late Adrian Shooter’s private collection that are going to be auctioned off on 21st June. Following Adrian’s sad passing in December last year his family have decided to put his extensive collection up for sale. 
Apart from No 19, the auction listing includes the track from his Beeches Light Railway and his replica Indian wayside station ‘Ringkingpong Road’. Adrian also owned a London Post Office Railway Unit, a Model T Rail Car, a 1994 Hunslet 4 wheel diesel hydraulic and a vast collection of railway books and memorabilia. The full list is available to view on the auctioneers website at : www.hjpugh.com/auctions
No 19 passed its’ annual boiler inspection earlier this year and it is hoped that it will steam again in what will be the final year of its’ 10-year boiler certificate. Adrian was a keen supporter of everything NBL and often sent photos for our Newsletter. A commemorative wreath in his memory was placed on the smokebox of No 19 on 4th February. RIP Adrian, you will be sadly missed. 
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IRISH EYES

                                                                                                      (from Charles Friel)
US President Joe Biden wasn’t the only one to visit to Ireland recently as preserved Neilson Reid 4-4-0 No 131 (NR 5757) made a rare visit to Dublin on Saturday 1st April. No 131 has worked many Railway Preservation Society of Ireland trains North of the Border but Saturday's run was her first venture south of Portadown and her first return to the Iarnrod Eireann lines in 60 years. Our first photo, kindly contributed by Kevin O’Brien shows her at Dublin Connoly station proudly carrying the Bundoran Express headboard.
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On Saturday 1 April 2023, No.131 ran Light Engine from the RPSI's base at Whitehead in County Antrim to Dundalk where the loco had spent many years on a plinth before being moved to Mallow. Saturday's run began as a positioning run for No.131 which will be one of two GNR(I) 4-4-0s hauling Steam Dreams' Emerald Isle Explorer this coming May. 

The loco is fondly remembered by many Dundalk folk, so the RPSI took the opportunity for No.131 to work a public steam train from Dundalk to Dublin. The carriages were worked from Dublin Inchicore by an Irish Rail GM diesel electric loco. The passengers behind No.131 included many who were associated with Dundalk Works and the Great Northern Railway Heritage Society, based in Dundalk. The latter society arranged for a piper to greet the returning No 131. Many thanks Charles for the photos & information.
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HIGHLAND K1’s  

  
                                                 (photos Colour Rail / KL Collection)   
The North British K1 2-6-0’s have long been associated with Scotland and the Highland region in particular. Even in the modern era the last of the class still makes regular forays to the North West. Here we see the changing scene at Mallaig and a passenger’s view from a carriage window on a train to Fort William.
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Fort William allocated K1’s Nos 62052 & 62034 (NB 26656 & 26638) are seen at a very busy Mallaig station in July 1957. At this time the passenger service was steam hauled and there was still a fair amount of fish traffic to keep the locomotives occupied. The last two K1’s in regular service at Fort William (63B) were 62011/62012 which lasted until the end of steam working in June 1962. (TB Owen / Colour Rail)
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Moving forward to 3rd August 2003 and the layout at Mallaig has been much simplified. However, the last of the K1’s No 62005 (NB 26609) is still to be found running round its’ train for the return trip to Fort William. In its’ preservation days, No 62005 has been a regular performer on the West Highland line.
Finally, No 62005 is seen again, this time with the gorse bushes in full bloom, near Loch Trieg on a day excursion from Glasgow to Fort William on 3rd May 2011. 62005 is currently undergoing a full overhaul at Carnforth and will hopefully be back in the Highlands in due course. 
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SA TRAGEDY



                                                           (photos : Roger Pope)
This sad story started when Roger Pope sent me a photo of an NBL Worksplate to identify. I discovered that the engine worked at Vaal Reefs Gold Mine (as did Roger) and that it was preserved at the North West Transport Museum in Klerksdorp. Roger paid a visit to the Museum on 23rd March, only to discover that it had been abandoned and the exhibits there were derelict. Thanks Roger, for letting us know.
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North British 4-8-2 Tank 27587 (built in 1955) was moved to the Museum after it was taken out of service at Vaal Reefs and was displayed in the open in good condition for some years. 
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Roger’s photos show that much of the valve gear and motion and has been stolen and all the fittings have been stripped from the cab. Very sad news after this fine loco had been saved for preservation.
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Also at the Museum was former PPC shunter No 2 (Hunslet No 1900 of 1938) and an old WW2 Tank. Both seemed to be suffering the same fate. More details on http://steam-locomotives-south-africa.blogspot.com
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




                     (photo courtesy Didcot Railway Centre)          
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As mentioned, Furness Railway 0-4-0 No 20 spent some time at Didcot recently and is pictured on the turntable on 16th April. No 20 (Sharp Stewart 1448 of 1863) is Britain’s oldest steamable locomotive and will remain at Didcot for a few more. It will be running over the bank holiday weekend of 29th and 30th April and 1st May and details can be found at : https://www.facebook.com/DidcotRailwayCentre
David Buck, the former owner of No 61306 ‘Mayflower’ writes with a small correction to last month’s Newsletter. It seems that NBL decided to keep the LNER Apple Green livery on a number of engines they delivered immediately after nationalisation. They then added the BR lettering and number so 61306 is in exactly the livery she was in when delivered in April 1948. It lasted like this for five weeks when BR decided to get the black paint out!
Two North British 4-6-0 locos were involved on Day 4 of the Great Britain XV tour on 18th April with No 45596 ‘Bahamas’ taking the train from Llandudno Junction to Carnforth before handing over to No 46115 ‘Scots Guardsman’ for the leg to Carlisle and Edinburgh Waverley. 46115 was due to continue to Aberdeen on 19th April. The tour is due to end at London Liverpool Street on Sunday 23rd April.
If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 
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