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ELECTRIC BLUES
                                                                                                  Photo : Steven Brindley
25KV AC electric locomotive No 84002 (NB 27794) waits with a van train at Carlisle Citadel station on the 20th May 1980. It was withdrawn just 4 months later and the class AL4’s had gone by the end of the year.
North British cannot be considered as major suppliers of electric locomotives to the World’s railways. Indeed, only 86 of their 28,000 locomotives featured electric traction. Ironically, NBL were involved in the early days of electric locomotion with their experimental Reid-Ramsey Turbo Locomotive of 1910. (NB 19266) This was effectively a power station on wheels, with a conventional loco boiler feeding steam to a turbine which in turn generated electricity to power four electric traction motors. This was followed by a joint venture with English Electric in 1922 with two orders for Japan totalling 34 locomotives. 
Things went quiet on the electric front until 1948 when a single locomotive was built for the Estoril Railway in Portugal followed by 40 of the giant 4E ‘Green Mambas’ for South Africa. Finally, in 1960 North British built ten prototype AL4’s for the British Railways West Coast Electrification project but no further orders were received. 
Despite their limited numbers, NB electrics have done well in preservation with 5 survivors. These being AL4 No 84001, one Japanese engine, two SAR 4E’s and the solitary Estoril locomotive. 
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NB NARROW GAUGE

                                                                       (photos : NB Loco Co)
In 1912, NBL produced a catalogue of ‘Locomotives for Narrow Gauge Railways’. This featured many engines that had been built by their three constituent firms plus some of their own post 1903 designs. Gauges covered were from 2ft 0” to Cape Gauge 3ft 6” and there were more than 200 illustrations. We will start by looking at some tank engines built for the narrower gauges.
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In 1905 NBL built six of these mighty 2-8-4 Tank engines for the 2ft 6ins gauge Bengal - Napur Railway at their Atlas Works. The Works Numbers were 16967 – 16972. Sadly none survived into preservation.
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Sharp Stewart built two pairs of 2ft gauge tank locos to Orders E932 (left) & E1185 (right) in 1888 & 1901. Quite incredibly, both the 1888 engines, Works Nos 3484 & 3485 survive on static display in Brazil.
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Some of the smallest engines to emerge from Springburn were five 0-4-0WT’s built for neighbours Glasgow Gas in 1893. Order L120 (right) was for a 2ft gauge 0-6-4 Tank (Works No 16860) built for Egypt in 1905.
If these illustrations are of interest, we will continue with them in future Newsletters.
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HEAVY SHUNTERS

  
                                                      (photo credits shown below)   
With a weight in working order of 140 tons, the S1 Class 0-8-0’s were South Africa’s largest and heaviest pure shunting locomotives. Their 4ft diameter driving wheels and 180 lbs psi boiler gave them a Tractive Effort of 43,080lbs which was quite phenomenal on 3ft 6ins gauge. The first 12 of the class were built at Salt River Works in 1947 (the only locomotives ever built in South Africa) followed by a further 25 from North British in 1954.
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Above – SAR S1 No 3814 (NB 27274) displays its’ mighty bulk at Germiston Yards on 24th August 1973. (Robert Hogan) The photo below left features one of the Salt River engines No 382 at Germiston shed in 1982 (Phil Braithwaite) Sadly the Class leader, No 374 ‘Voortrekker’ was lost in the Chamdor disaster and the NBL examples were all scrapped leaving only No 375 in storage at Millsite.
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The S1 Shunters were withdrawn en masse in the 1980’s but 30 of the Class were taken to Elsburg Yards for long term storage as part of the strategic reserve. This sadly came to nothing and all were eventually cut up. No 3802 (NB 27262) is seen above right in the yard with numerous others in February 1987. (KL Coll.)
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B17 LIFE & TIMES



                                                                (photo credits below)
Long associated with East Anglia, the LNER B17 Class ‘Sandringham’ 4-6-0’s were designed by North British in 1927 to meet Gresley’s requirements and a total of 73 were eventually built between 1928 and 1937. Springburn produced the first 10, each named after famous stately homes, with work then passing to the LNER at Darlington and Robert Stephenson for the remainder. The last B17 was withdrawn from service early in the preservation era in August 1960 and sadly all went to the breakers. However, thanks to an initiative by the B17 Steam Locomotive Trust, work is well under way to create a 74th member of the class.   
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(Above) Darlington built No 61612 ‘Houghton Hall’ displays the original NBL B17 lines with GER Tender and Westinghouse brake pump at Marks Tey in June 1950. Colour Rail (Below Left) A typical East Anglian shed scene with No 61600 ‘Sandringham’ (NB 23803) passing D16 4-4-0 No 62543 at Cambridge in June 1957. RC Riley. (Below Right) 10 of the B17 were rebuilt with two cylinders and larger tenders. No 61607 ‘Blickling’ (NB 23810) is about to leave London Liverpool Street in May 1957 RC Riley.
      [image: image11.jpg]


  [image: image12.jpg]



The B17 Trust are now well established at the CTL Seal Works in Sheffield and the locomotive’s main frames and LNER Tender are currently on site. Castings for the locomotive’s new driving wheels are at an advanced stage with numerous other components also being manufactured. Full details of the Trust and how you can help can be found on their website at : https://www.b17steamloco.co.uk
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IN BRIEF 




                                                  (photo courtesy Colin Epton)          
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This incredible photograph turned up in our In Box recently. It shows Cambrian Railways "Mazeppa" Class 2-4-0 No 42 at an unknown location. This engine was built by Sharp Stewart & Co in 1863 and rebuilt by Cambrian Railways CME William Aston in 1890. According to the Locomotive Magazine they were "Most satisfactory engines" and handled Cambrian expresses until the 1890's. No 42 was withdrawn by 1913. The loco is painted in Cambrian "Invisible green" which was black with a very slight green tinge. It was taken from a Black & White photograph that was colourised by Colin Epton.

RSH 19D No 2767 : As Members will be aware, work on the overhaul stalled some time ago following a dispute between the main shareholder and Wonder Steam regarding the cost of work carried out to date. After a long period of inactivity, repayment terms have now been agreed but in the meantime, a number of crucial parts were stolen during an armed robbery at the Wonder Steam base at Hermanstad. The loco remains in a dismantled condition and latest estimate to complete the overhaul is now put at around R2M jeopardising the engine’s future. We can only apologise for this unhappy turn of events but various options are being examined to protect our interests and we will keep you posted as soon as we have further news.     
If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 
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